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j Participants at the Kolkata National Housing Rights workshop held on November 2003 at Nitika Don Bosco campus. This workshop |

il was organized by National Forum for Housing Rights in collaboration with Human Rights Law Network and Centre On Housing

| Rights and Evictions. National Forum is a national network of independent organizations in India on housing rights. The forum

i actively campaigns against the practice of forced evictions and advocates theprovision of residential land to theworking class population
inurban cenires.
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Introduction

three-days National Workshop on Housing Rights was held in Kolkata city on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd

of November 2003, at Nitika Don Basco. National Forum is a network of independent organizations.
The Forum advocates and consolidates solidarity for the provision of residential land to utban poor in
dities and campaigns against the practice of forced evictions. The principle objective of NFHR is to
strengthen local struggle organizations/groups for consolidating solidarity on the provision of
residentlal land to urban poorinurban cities.

Earlier two national workshops were held in Indore and Chennai on May 2002 and January 2003. These
workshops were a step ahead in process initiated in January 2000, by India Centre for Human Rights and
Law, Mumbai on the housing rights front. Consultations were held earlier at Mumbai, Ahemdabad,
Panchageani, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Buwaneshwar and Indore,

Outcome of Indore Workshop
o AForum of Independent organization was formed at this workshop.

+ NFHR had held an informal meeting in Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, New Delhi and Bhopal for
introducing the forum and discussing the future course of actionand network in different cities.

o Released the first edition Eviction Watch Report', of seven cities in partnership with independent
organizations.

« Alist of resource persons and organizations that are working on housing rights front for interaction,
mutual learning, exchange and networking among the Forum,

Outcome of Chennai Workshop

» Workshop called for an immediate moratarium on forced evictions all over the country till the draft
national housing/slum policy is officially finalized. The participants also prepared and released
Chennai Declaration at the workshop.

+ One day was unanimously decided - the first Monday of October, World Habitat Day will be observed
as housing rights day tomobilize campaign all over the country.

Why workshop in Kolkata?

One of the réasons for selecting Kolkata-city for holding a national workshop was to consclidate
solidarity and support among the local groups for formulating a collective strategy against homelessness
and forced evictions. Kolkata is the fourth largest metro-city. Facing acute housing crisis, since September
2001, Kolkata has witnessed large-scale evictions first at Tolly's Nala, Beliaghat and at Bellilious Park.
Around 11,000 families are also threatened of eviction at Tollygunge-Panchannagram, Keorapukar,
Begore, Manikhali and Churialin the city.




Executive Summary

National Housing Rights Workshop in Kolkata was organized in terms of group discussions,
presentations and strategy building sessions. The- workshop was another step towards
strengthening the alliances on housing rights at the national level, initiated in the year 2000, The focus of
the meeting was on "developing new strategies to combat forced evictions", . 2

The meeting was attended by housing rights groups from allover the country as well as a representative
from Center On Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE), Keeping in mind the gravity of the housing
crises and impending evictions in Kolkata, the workshop wasnot only a platform for exchanging notes on
strategies adopted in different part of the nation, but also consultations were made to coordinate and
build anational level campaign on the housing issues.

Before the workshop a field visit was also organized at major evictionsites to interact with the community
and study the conditions of habitat, On the last day an action plan was formulated, the strategy building
exércise also saw participants discussing and debating on urban housing and land issues for a workable
suggestion, it was followed by a round of intense discussions with academicians, activists, lawyers,
architects and grassroots workers exploring the various facets of thestrategies. ’

Objectives of the Workshop ]
«  Toplanpositive, concrete and new strategies for combating forced evictions in India.

o  To plan pro-active, workable and innovative strategies for ma'easin.g'the availability of land for
housing the poor within the city.

e  To discuss the process of pro-poor interventions in Master Plans of Hyderabad, Lucknow and
Indore.

e Todevelop plan of action to strengthen housing rights campaign.

Meeting Process .
) Participants were invited to submit a brief written report on housing rights scenario of their
respected cities, the presentation papers has been incorporated in the final report.

. Fach participant spoke for 10 minutes on their housing campaign and later 20 minutes slot was
kept for question and answers . Also those participants who haven't given presentations in earlier
workshops were given priority.

o Groups were formed to discuss innovative strategies for prometing housing rights campaign and
critically reviewed what works and what doesn't were discussed.

N At the final round of discussions participants' prepared long-mid and short-term strategies for
demanding access tolarid for urban poor housing and to combat against forced evictions.

National Forum for Housing Rights, India . _ 3




Strategies Evolved

Strateglos Particulars
. Youth should be made awars of the problems relating to urban poor
o g L Qrganize Communily lunch/dinner for the media p=reons by slum community
Joining anti-communalism, anti-clobalization and dalit movements
Mass movement
Include women and dalit uroups
Every section of the societ should be involved
Plans must include the affected communi!y's particl;=tion
:&:;P: Group Mobilize the community people to strenzthen local leadershir
NGO reresentatives should monitor evictions, homeless sifuations in the city
Peoples charter on Housing rights
Urban land reforms
8ecure livelihood-economic reforms
{Political reforms
C. Resourcs To cordtibute funds for the campaiun from friends and associates
Mebilization Focus of resources at the metrozolitan level =

D. Information Sharing

All organizations should exchange mid-term reports of their work, which would strengthen
|the campaign and enhance coordination

Networkir- and Coordination within the cilv amon: NGOs

Create e-oroups

To combat the problem of Homelessness in all cities in India along with the eviction
problsms

Wabsite on housina & eviction

:ﬁ:::e?y LT Buduet analysis and indirect tax
We should develop our knowledue
Protest in frant of the oflices of Electronic media on the issues of slum dwellers
F. Protests, Richt to the city
Demonstration, Plen inovative & non - violent | rotests
Campaign {Develop: cadre of activists who will join the campaicn in different parts of the countr;

Stren:then the anti-clobalization movement

G. Legal Campaign

Fila recular petitions to NHRG

H. Empewerment of
Poor

Access to financial institutions for urban oor

Ratlon card, voter list, birth and death certificate and also enroll the children in the school are |
must for the slum dwellers and pavement dwellers

Find ootions to the urban poor for access to housing and available land in the cit,

Pretare a central Jist of sensitive Journalists

;E;Tmc mca;:n & Eﬁancing the quality of the movement's magazines with the help of literary and sensitive
medla persons
|Policles and programs of the govt. like Vambey, Indira Vikas Yojana should be reviewed
J. Research on
Govemment Policies  |Putting pressure on the govt. to publish reports on the action they have initiated for the
and Programs habitat program - Housing for all by 2010, Slumless cities by 2010
Poor are aving more in the informal market
K. Workshops & Organize conventlons of all the community groups, NGOs, and activist groups at city level
Conventions
L. Urban Habiat Art Dispiay urban poor habitat in the form of art exhibits at prominent places in each city
Exhibltions
M. Pre Election Integrate Housing Reformes in all party manifestos for genaral election
Campaign
4 National Forum for Housing Rights, India



-First Day
Places Visited for Field Survey

n the first day the workshop began with a

brief introductory session of participants.
After this Rajeev George gave a brief background
of the places to be visited in the city: sites that are
threatened of evictions and sites, which have
been evicted. The purpose of this field visit was to
interact with the community members and study
the ground reality of housing situation in Kolkata
city.

At around 11.00 am seventy participants left for
the field visit from Nikita Don Basco. The group
visited Bagbazar, Gheria, Tolly Nalla and
Bellilious Park. At Tolly Nalla participants held a
solidarity meeting ‘and shared lunch with the
affected community at the community kitchen,
‘which is running since September 2001
subsaquent to the evictions.

During the field visit participants had a unique
.opportunity to interact with the families who had
received eviction orders from the West Bengal
State Government and also victims of police
brutality of previous eviction drivesin the city.

Community lunch

The land mark feature of the trip was a visit to the
community kitchen at Tolly Nala which was set
up by the evicted victims for free meals to families
who had been made shelter less through evictions
aimed at beautifying the city. The meals were
cooked by volunteers and symbolized the silent
yet effective protest against the civic authorities
for destroying homes and livelihoods of the poor
in the city.

Ratoola Kundu from HRLN New Delhi shared a
few words on how the poor are being displaced
through large-scale forced eviction in Kolkata as
-well as in other cities. Later Leena from Hazard
Center, Mohammed Ashaq from CHATRI and
Shaktiman Ghosh expressed their solidarity with
the affected community at Tolly Nala.

After the lunch the participants also visited
victims of Bellilous Park evictions in Howrah. At
this site around 7000 dalit scavengers were
evicted without any rehabilitation. These families
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were staying since last 200 years. Most of the
scavengers worked for the Howrah Municipal
Corporaton. After interacting with the
community they told the participants that there
are private developers who have purchased this
land at throwaway price and in the garb of park
they had instigated the judicial mechanism for
evicting these dwellers,

The victims also said, that this land would
eventually serve the interest of land mafia and the
developer lobby. Later the participants held a
solidarity meeting at the site in which more than
four hundred people had gathered.

In this meeting the community leaders members
their testimony of how brutal the evictions had
taken place. Mr Malvia, Mr Kirity Roy, and Indu
Prakash wer¢ the prominent persons who
addressed the meeting followed by a song. from
the cultural team of Indore.

Public meeting

After the field visit a public meeting was
organized at Loreto Day School, Sealdah by
National Forum in collaboration with HRLN
Kolkata and Ucched Birodhi Jukta Mancha.
Number of eminent social activists from the city
attended the public meeting: Justice D. K. Basu,
Justice R.KSachar; Tushar Talukdar, ex IPS
officer of Kolkata, Dunu Roy, Hazard Centre,
Delhi and Shaktiman Ghosh, Hawkars Sangram
Committee spoke on the occasion. All the
speakers stressed the appalling state of affairs in
Kolkata with respect to the plight of the displaced
victims and the urgent need for adequate housing.
for urbanpoorinhabitants.

Juggi Basti Sangarsh Morch from Indore staged a
street play 'Satia ka Kehl' depicting the nuances of
the urban housing scenario and the politics over
urban land that leads to the impoverishment of
the vulnerable sections of the urban working
class. The street play was performed by slum
dwellers, who regularly confront eviction threats
and are active members of housing rights
campaigr inIndore city.



Second day
Group Discussion & Presentations

n the second day the session started with a

brief introduction, Followed by Rajeev who
gave an account of the vision, mission and
objectives of the housing rights workshop,

The workshop began with a group discussion. Mr
Indu Prakash from Action Aid coordinated in
forming groups on city bases. The group
discussed to evolve new strategies to combat
forced evictions and presented housing scenario
of their city. After the discussion the groump
leaders presented their points —
before the workshop :
participants. The participants
were divided into five groups:
Kolkata, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Lucknow and
Indore-city. The group |
discussion went on for forty-
fiveminutes.

Kolkata Team:

On behalf of Kolkata group
Ratoola Kundu, Rabial Mailk,
Gautam Sen and Shaktiman
Ghosh put fourth the points
before the participants:

Ratoola Kundu,

Human Rights Law
Network, New Delhi
Ratoola pointed that during
the discussion the group

B o

proee]

Shaktiman Ghosh, Hawker Sangram
Committee
M Shaktiman recalls the successful campaign of
hawkers during their struggle in the 80s.- But the
situation became worst after 1996 Operation
Sunshine drive; Tolly Nala in 2001 and Baliaghata
evictions on 10th December 2002 human rights
day. He said on the pretext of improving the
drainage/sewerage of the canals - ADB projects
are indirectly displacing thousands of families in
the city. Licched Birodhi Jukta
Moncha was the first
organization that has initiated
in starting community kitchen

Fa‘?ﬁé&]‘{mam running since September
Stategies to Combat

2001.

Rabial Mallick, Kolkata
NGO Forum
Mr Mallick explained’ the
apathy of West Bengal state
government towards urban
poor housing sitnation and
siressed the urgent need of
active participation by
| intellectual citizens of the city.
Bl -He pointed that the
globalization has encouraged
housing projects as an
investment commodity. Mr
Mallick also noted that the
squatters in the city are not
included in the census list

focused on the failures as well s

. Ratooln Kundu though some of them hold
assuggestednewstrategies. b Rionts Law Network, New Delli  ration cardsand votingrights.
The group strongly felt that
the policies of local authorities are becoming Biro dhi]uktaMoi:l::ltam Sen, Ucched

increasingly anti-poor especially most of the
urban development projects sanctioned are
affecting the livelihood and habitation of urban
poor. Not only were these projects being built on
land, which was once occupied by poor
inhabitants they are now used for commercial
purposes. These elite project violate existing
development control regulations and Master Plan
provisions resulting into large scale forced
eviction and displacements in the name of city
beautification,

Mr Gautam Sen expressed his concern that NGO's
have little role on housing rights issues. Also
there is absolutely no information about state
government's plans and the projects, which are
undertaken. West Bengal state government has
no policy to rehabilitate those who are evicted,
though we are advocating for a comprehensive
housing policy for urban poor inhabitants, he
said.

MrSenargued that during and before the evichion
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the government had issued- misleading
statements to create confusion among the public.
For example before the Tolly Nalla eviction the
officials promised that all the inhabitants would
be rehabilitated leaving 20 feet space froni the
canal. But after the eviction they were not allowed
to rehabilitate at the canal side. Instead the KMC
is planning to use the canal side place for
commercial use. Mr Sen said, it's very difficult to
negotiate with the authorities unless we do not
furnish facts by collecting authentic
-documentations from the evicted families like
ration cards, name in voters list and other
residential proofs.-

Strategies:

¢ The group members stressed the importance
that citizens in the city musthavethenght to
information on all .
development
projects, which
affects the
livelihood and
habitat of urban
poor.

s 15% to 25% EWS
housing projects
must be made
mandatory for the
poor sections in the =
city. '

¢ The information
must be made
public of the &
ongoing or
proposed projects;
and complete
statistics should be

Md. Ashjj, CHATRI, Hyderabad

spoke of their collective efforts against anti-poor
policies of the -Andhra state government, which
has made thousands homeless in the city. The
group strongly believed in empowering the
urban poor stum dwellers and their ability to
protest against planned evictions in the city.

He recalls that in Hyderabad, they once held a
unique demonstration before the High Court and
Charminar Square with the support of women
groups who came with stoves and kitchen items
and started cooking to convey the message before
the media and local authorities that they should
be immediately provided with alternative place
tostart their living,

Mr Ashfaq said, the Andhra state governunent is
intending to displace nine villages covering an
area of 5000 acres for
constructing
International Airport at
Shamshabad. This issue
was raised several times
_ in the state assembly.
Although. the farmers
have demanded rupees
five lakhs for an acre as
compensation, but the
state government has
agreed to pay rupees
four lakh. Mr Ashfaq
said, but there .are
thousands of landless
| laborers whose
livelihood have been
directly affected, after
these farming lands are
acquired many of them
will become homeless in

prepared of how
many families would be possibly threatened
of evictions and plan of action for there
rehabilitation at the alternative site.

s The group felt the urgent need to prepare a
basic development document for housing the
urban poor in the city.

‘e [twasalsoimportant that pressures should be
made on external funding agencies to resettle
/ rehabilitate evicted victims.

Hydetabad Team:

MrMohamed Ashfaq, CHATRI
MrMohamed Ashfaq represented the Hyderabad
group. He is co-convenor for Campaign for
Housing And Tenural Rights India, CHATRJ; a
Hyderabad based grass root organization. He

National Forum for Housing Rights, India aE 7 e

coming months.

Strategies:

s The group strongly felt the need to unity and
aware the slum community about housing
and tenurerights.

o Sensitize the media on how eviction is a
crimingl act against humanity and access of
land should be made available to all sections
of the society, including the poor and
homelesssections,

¢ Advocacy groups must be formed to make
government realize their responsibility on
housing and land rights issues.

o The plight of women and children must be
prioritized while campaigning on housing
and forced evictions.
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' Lucknow Team:

Mrs Rajlaxmi Kalckar & Srivastava, Laxmi
Mrs Rajlaxmi Kakkar and Mridual Srivastava
from Laxmi Women and Child Welfare

Organization, represenled the Lucknow team.

Mrs Rajlaxmi described the housing situation of

Lucknow. She said the city is  growing fast,

occupying nearly 600 slum settlements, Most of

them are placed at prime location of Lucknow.

The trends indicate that if adequate land and

basic amenity services are not provided then the

dty will turn into another Bombay or Calcutta.

Presently the organization 'Laxmi' is working in

thirteen stums, the vision of the organization is to

prepare for the coming future challenges in terms
of urban housing and sustainability. The
organization has established dialogue between

NGOs and other

stakeholders. Mr

Mridual Srivastava said,

in Lucknow a workshop

on Master Plan for pro-
poor intervention was
initiated for housing the
city's poor, also the

Urban Local Bodies are

-also taking part in some
of the community
development programs
inthecity.

Strategies:

o The group felt the
urgent need to
empower the
coinmunity, so that .
in times of forced
evictions the

There economic dependence is based on the
middle class; government or industrial workers
and remaining are home-based workers.

She said, that the growth of the city solely
depends on the services provided by the urban
poor. Without them a city can't grow, So there is
problem of implementing pro-poor policies both
by the central ag well as the state, which makes the
development of the city at the cost of neglecting
rural areas. She justified, that is why the
migration is teking place. If there is no growthin
rural area there will be superficial growth only in
the cities in term of industrialization and building
educational institutions. She said, that there will
be continues influx of rural population into the
city and slumming of city can never be stopped
unless there is a
! simultaneous growth
of rural areas,
According to the latest
census 2001 in Tamil
‘1% Nadu, out of 30
| districts 28 have slum
population.

Shyamala recalls that
in Chennai the
process of forced
evictions began since
1980. That too for
beautification of
cities. One of the
successful campaigns
in Chemnai was when
fisher community

community leaders
directly negotiate with the local authorities.

o Establishing network with NGOs is
important to combat forced eviction,

s« To prevent evictions or for an alternative
rehabilitation the group stressed to facilitate
in establishing dialogue between the local
authorities and the affected community.

Chennai Team:

Mrs Shyamala, Pennurimai Iyakkam
Shyamala pointed out that in Tamil Nadu
housing of slum-dwellers is intrinsically
commected with their livelihood and both are
inseparable. As most of them belong to
unorganized sectors they are residing in slums.

came together in large

Snit, Uajlaxmi Kakkar, LAXMI, Lucknow number with media
support and Supreme

Court also gave Judgment in favor of their

habitation and livelihood.

She argued that under LPG and T.N,
government's open policy for privatization large-
scale evictions have displaced thousands of
families under projects: commercial complexes,
cleaning water ways of canals and beautification
of Marine Beach for building Hotels; Recreation
(ice-cream) parlors in collaboration with
Malaysians Government.

The state has acquired 50 acres of land for
building new Secretariat Complex and building
educational institutions.

National Forum for Housing Rights, India B



orkshop Report |.

Constraints:

The Chennai group discussed the following
constrains during their campaign: .

o The group felt that the slum community are
divided and isolated politically '

» The urban poor
community is
ignorant of their

rights especially on
housing, tenure and |

basicservices
«They also
experienced that

largely vested
interest groups are

operating in the slum

areas,

e The group also

realized that the |

media has developed
anti-slum ‘stand and

also played a vital role in advocacy and research

groupsinthecity.

Mrs. Shyimala, Pennurimai Ivakkam, Coimbatore

has ignored to
assimilate the core-
housing problems.

Indore Team:

Rajeev gave a brief introduction about the
housing rights campaign activities of Indore-city.

He said, Deenbandhu in
collaboration with Jhuggi
*Basti Sangarsh Morch has
campaigned extensively

to prevent forced eviction

in Indore city and in case
of inevitable evictions we
have bargained with the
authorities for a suitable

to prepare a pro-poor objections and suggestion
with the support from CBOs and civil society

At the first stage all slum settlements and

relocation sites were
identified and traced in

~ thesatelliteimages. The

organization monitors
the city's development
plans closely to find
whether the habitations
of urban poor
settlements are being
affected or there is any
inevitable threat of

forced evictions in the

coming future. Before -
any threat of eviction
City's Master Plan land
use is verified to located
whether the settlement

.. comes under residential

land purpose or if not

what are the options available at the nearest
relocation sites under the Plan. This process has
minimized the threat of multiple evictions in the

Rajeev George, Deenbandhu city.

Interventions:

alternative within the 'S

legal frame work of the P

city's Master Plan.

Rajeev used satellite .

images and maps of stum
localities in his
presentation, demarcated
in Geographical
Information System
software. He explained,

"This process was possible only through the
support and active partlapatlon from the local

community",

On the proposed Master Plan of Indore the group

Rai:ev Georye, Deenbandhu, Indore

o Incorporated pro-poor objections. and

suggestions in the
proposed - Master
Planof Indore,

e Neétwork among
slum communities
in Indore to aware
poor inhabitants on
tenure and housing
rights.

e Campaigned
during the time of
assembly e¢lections
to aware urban
poor voters to
demand their right
to housing, tenure

security and basic
services. .

o Facilitated the slum community and local
-authorities to directly negotiate for livelihood
and tenuralsecurity.

National Forum for Housing Rights, India
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Post Lunch Session
Presentations on Campaign Strategies

he presentations of group discussion were

over before the lunchtime. In the afterncon
session there were special guests invited at the
workshop to present their views on urban land
and strategies on preventing forced evictions:

Presentation by Dunu Roy on Delhi Master

Mr Dunu Roy is the key founder of Hazard Center,
Delhi. He has played a vital role in forming Sajha
Manch, which is an alliance of about 40
organizations in the capital that works on pro-
poor issues. He said, Delhi has 14 million
inhabitants; out of this 10 million are residing in
slums, resettled colonies and illegal colonies. A
large number of the population lives on
pavements.
These sections
are not only
being evicted
from their
homes, but they
are also being
dragged out
from their
workplace and
even their
identity as
citizens are

Dunnu Roy, Hazard Centre

stripped off.

He said, apart from hutments hawkers are also
been targeted in Delhi city. The negative
perception especially in judiciary and section of
media is that slum dwellers are anti-social
elements.

Mr Dunu recalls, that in 1996 "Janwadi Adhikar
Manch" was formed when Supreme Court
judgment was passed in which 168 industries
were ordered to close, Around 5000 workers and
their families were directly affected due to the
cosure. As per the Master Plan all polluting
industries were proposed to shut down or asked
toshift.

Although Delhi Master Plans have provided
adequate land for housing in the last forty years,
however, there have been no efforts by the
authorities and concerned agencies to actually

acquire and develop the lend for housing. Thus
the poor had no choice but to encroach vacant
private orpublicland for their shelter.

Mr Dunu also noted that, Delhi's complex
bureaucracy and power tussle between the center
and state administration makes the life of urban
poor more miserable. The inhabitants find
difficult to even approach for their shelter and
grievances. Media is also hostile in reporting to
the cause of urban poor housing crisis.

He also felt that denial of housing to the urban
poor inhabitants is a deliberate attempt on part of
the state. In Delhi courts judicial orders also
contravenes the fundamental rights of the poor.
Also there is no strong political will by national
and regional parties to intervene on behalf of the
urban poorinhabitants.

Pointing out the failures he said, there is a lack of
information about existing development projects,
availability of statistics on housing shortage and
coordination among NGOs at grass root level. He
suggested that, unless the slum dwellers are
aware of their rights and are empowered to seek
their basicrights, little progress could be made.

Dunu's main strategic interventions during the
years was through building networking alliance
with various organizations, so that these groups
who not only address housing issues are united
on common grounds and several pro-poor issues
can be linked together for shaping a larger
movement.

Presentation by Leena, Hazard Center,

New Delhi

Leena lawyer by profession spoke on judiciary's
role towards evictions and housing crisis in Delhi.
She stressed to evolve an imunediate alternative
solution as official machineries are working
against the interest of the urban poor. Hazard
Center's main focus is on policy advocacy.
Presently the capital is withessing large-scale
evictions under the legal sanctions of the courts.

She argued that the courts are giving verdicts in
the name of cleanliness and are indirectly
supporting elite projects at the cost of displacing
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thousands of families, Supreme Court and Delhi
High Court are striving hard for cleaning Delhi at
the cost of displacing poor families.

She recalls, a few years ago some industrialists
filed a petition to evict the hutinents nearby the
- — = factory in
which factory
workers
resided. The
Delhi High
C o u r t
. temarked that,
there is a
resettlement
policy in Delhi
and it is
government's
responsibility to resettle the evictees, if they are so
evicted! The court also stated that, the purpose of
resettlement policy is to prevent encroachers to
-occupy public or privatelands! :

Leena elaborated that on 29 November 2002, the
court ordered to review the rehabilitation policy,
as the government was (unable to stop
encroachments) for so many years. The court
agreed that there are large slum settlements in
Delhi and in the current rate it will take hundreds
of years to resettle. Contrarily in another order
the court dismissed the petitions, which was filed
by slum representatives. The petition was
rejected on the ground that priority must be given
to the rich residents of DDA colonies rather than
toslum dwellers. :

On 27th September 2002, the court went to the
extend recommending the Resident Welfare
Assoclations to put pressure to the government
for evicting hutments near their neighborhood
colonies. As this news flashed on the front pages,
people strongly reacted and held rallies and
demonstrations before the chief minister's office.
Later the state government had to file a special
Jeave petition stating that the High Court was
interfering into the working of the government
because of which the state is unable to performits
functions. The Supreme Court then had to issue
an interim stay on 27th November 2002 orders.
When Hazard Center showed the interim order to
the Stum Department authorities, surprisingly
they were unaware of any such development.

Leena argued, though Delhi is the capital city the
developmental work within stums and resettled
colonies' are minimal, contrary the authorities

Leena, Hazard Centre
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here are systematically razing urban poor houses
evenwithoutany properrehabilitation options.

To counter the volatile housing situation in Delhi,

she said, "Sajha Manch has released an

'Alternative Housing Policy'. The report includes
allthe facts presented by the government and also
through conducting independent surveys. This
document reveals that the access to residential
land haven't been utilized for urban poor
habitation, thus poor are forced to live on
pavements and blighted settlements™. :

On alternative solutions she said, we are working
with other civil society groups to advocate for
insitu land reforms. Our demand is that slums
should be developed within the existing place or
in case of larger public interest if evictions are
inevitable than they must be at least resettled
within one-kilotheter radius on residential land
with adequate basic amenity services.

Presentationby Indu Prakash,

Action Aid India

Mr. Indu Prakash Singh from Action Aid India
gave an impressive presentation on the state of
widespread homelessness gllover the country
and especially in major cities. It was a thought
provoking presentation in which certain concrete
measures were discussed to afleviate the miseries
of the homeless persons. However, a major point
of criticism and controversy was raised on the
definition of homelessness and its difference or
similarity with the concept of squatters.

According to

s 0 m e , U
homelessness
should not be lﬂ
treated as a
category in
itself, even
squatters were
by definition
are homeless
people. Mr
Prakash
however,
clarified thatit was only in the light of the fact that
no one had ventured or address into the problem
of city's homeless people in terms of their
immediate shelter needs, and their medical
needs, as these sections have no legal identity.
Inevitably this issue has to be closely addressed
keeping in mind the problems homeless
populationis currently facing.

Induprakash , Action Aid India
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Presentation by Ishwar Singh Dost

One of the unique presentations at the warkshop
was on the use of media to combat forced
evictions given by Mr Ishwar Singh Dost, a
journalist working with NDTV. While giving a
general background on the media and the waysin
which it can act as a powerful instrument of
; change, Mr Singh also elaborate the methods via
which the media could be influenced to project
and perform our objectives of sensitizing the
masses on the injustice and inhumen actons
Ielatedtoforcedemtions

He agreed that
a greater role
has to be
played by the
mainstream a
well as
alternative
media to bring
to the
knowledge of
everyone the
plight of the
urban poor; also specific and concrete attempts
must be made to disseminate meaningful data
and stalistics and dispel wrongful notions of the
poor slum dwellers manufactured and
perpetuated by the authorities.

Mr Singh gave relevant tips to how to effectively
use the media. In the first step, prepare a list of
journalists and media persons who working with,
or are having prior experience in the sector, And
those media persons, who are sensitive to the
causes of the poor, must be disseminated the
information. He said, relations must be cultivated
with municipal authorities, the police, local
leaders, slum dwellers groups, and NGOs to get
in depth information and statistics. Also regular
features must be carried out in leading dailies.
Regular press conferences should be organized
when mass evictons occur in the any cities and
community persons who are the victims of forced
evictions must be given the chance to speak out
before the press.

He advised that, TV discussion programmes and
talk shows on slum demolitions, urban
development projects, achievements by the slum
dwellers and the pathetic situation within the
slums can generate public outrage and sympathy
rather than scorn and suspicion on the poor
sections. He even suggested that media
sensitization camp must be carried out on land

Ifwarsineh Dost, Jowrnalist

and housing issues to ensure an improved and
meaningful coverage of the events. The use of
alternative media, exhibitions with shock value
and disseminating information through songs,
street plays etc. is also very important not only to
create awareness but also hold authorities
accountable for committing forced evicton
crimes.

Presentation by

Professor Shanmugavelayutham

Dr K. Shanmugavelayutham professor of Loyala
College 'Social Work Department' and co-
cordinator of Chennai Slum Dwellers Righis'
Movement, spoke on the legal interventions to
combat forced evictions, but according to the facts
available, he said there have been no significant
progress on this contentious issue.

He argued, “although evicdons are a directly
violation of human rights, but still large-scale
evictions are executed for beautification and
other development projects in all major cities".
Professor justified that, in some landmark
judgments the Supreme Court has elaborated in
length on the
right to ’f ¥y ‘
housing under =~ @

Article 21 of the
Constitution,
but unfor-
tunately in
recent cases, |
the Courts have
entirely failed

to give due J ‘

recognition on p, oo uthan, CSDRM
right to ugroclayithan,

housing,

He recalls that in the past, evictions use to be
peaceful. The authorities had'a humane approach
to at least protect their belongings. But now,
evictions are executed in a most brutal manner.
Bulidozers and tractors are used, houses are set
on fire and even women and children have been
killed in the process. All the life earned money
and possessions are destroyed in seconds and if
people dare to resist against local authorities they
are arrested under false cases.

He remarked, "in most evictions no alternative
accommodation were provided nor any
compensation rendered to the evictees”. Giving
example of Chennai he said, at Buckingham
Canal 2,300 families were brutally vacated, the

- 12 Tsﬂg
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state operationwas like a military exercise against
‘peaceful civilian population, as though they
belong tosome terrorists groups.

Professor concluded, "as evictions are the greatest
threat to slum dwellers, it means loss of house,
loss of livelihood and loss of interdependence to
community lifestyle". He strongly advocated that

mobilizing mass civil disobedience movement is

a necessary step to prevent forced evictions and
relying only on legal interventions can be a
setback for the campaign.

Presentations by Abhijit Datt from
(MASUM)
Manao Adhikar Suraksha Manch (MASUM) is a
grass root struggle organization at Bellious Park
_in Howrah. Howrah is the twin city of Kolkata
metropolis, Mr Abhijit Datt an advocate in
Kolkata High Court presented a ten minutes
report on Bellilious Park evictions. The
presentation was made through slide pictures.
Bellilious Park is located ata prlme location just
. 10 minutes
drive from
Howrah
station.

On 2nd
February 2003
morning
around 7000
scavengers
community
.were brutally
_ evicted from
- Bellilious Park, these inhabitants families were
living here for more than one hundred years at
this site.

Maijority of dalit community are employees of

Abhijit Datt, MASUM

Howrah Municipal Corporation, they wake up

early morning to clean up the lavatories. Mr
Abhijit showed the picture of how the scavenger
community worked in the early morning hours,
collecting the filth on their head in large buckets.

Presenﬂy, these dalit communities are living near
one of the dumping grounds. Some have taken
shelter at roadsides and railway tracks without
sanitation, electricity or evén drinking water.
After this brutal incidence eight persons,
including children, died. failing to resist the

adversity and large number of young ones are
affected by illiteracy and malnutrition.

He said, a memorandum was prepared by civil

o

society organizations on Bellilous Park incidence.
Before this a fact-finding team was constituted for
investigation, According to sources large number
of armed police force, and 500 Rapid Action
Forces and police personnel were deployed on
2nd February 2003. Three bulldozers were used to
demolish 'concrete structure, jhupris, school
building, temples and statues. Ambulances, fire
brigade teams were also present at the eviction
site.

Mr Abhijit said, administration never bothered to
investigate the legal status of the evicted persons.
Although the same municipal authority had
constructed two-storied quarters for the

scavenger community, Also in the Municipal
records reveal ‘that there are large numbers of
employees working at the Municipal Corporation
and are the residents of the park, these scavenger
families are residing here since more than 100
years. '

He argued that, number of residents not only had
ration cards in their names but also election I-
cards, birth and death certificates and service
records etc. All showed the address as proof of
their legal permanent residence. Even 'some
residents had contested electibns from here.

It is surprising to note that though the West
Bengal state who profess to be a pro-poor left
regime had not even bothered -to rehabilitate
them even the inhabitants were not given
adequate chance to place their grievances before
the state or local authorities.

Presentation by Rajesh Jaiswal

Mr Rajesh Jaiswal from Association for People's
Initiatives for Liberation (APIL), gave a twenty
minutes presentation on city's growing homeless
trends and problems they face in the streets of
Kolkata. APIL is presently conducting an
extensive .

research on _
homelessness [
inthe city.

In his
presentation he
said, there are
large number
of destitute
women, men
and children
living in open
sky, some have made temporary shelter of plastic
sheets and many of them take shelter in railway

Rajesh Jatswal, APIL
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station, under bridges, fiyovers footpaths and
open verandas.

He observed that the homeless populations ere
steadily increasing in the city. These sections have
been pushed out of the rural economy, as there is
no occupation left in the sector and their
working skills have become redundant for urban
economic setting.

Jaiswal said, thirty percent of the homeless belong
from rural Bengal and remaining seventy percent
have migrated from neighboring states. Also
number of families has become homeless due to
forced evictions including families, single women
and widows, disable persons and mental
challenged persons.

Statistics of homeless population
Tluim an an over 60000 hoemeless h\.ulj,
since 20t years in the dity:

Out of 64% aduit populistion - (417% are male
and23% are frmiale) i

Out of 36% are clilldren (45% are gudi and '

35% areboys)

36 % are disablod (mental, physical & othier
“im pmrm en Ll.f} i

Atound, 7% people are miprants’ Frnm
diffierent states: rematning 1% beltng from
rural Bengal

Over 9% of the homeless do not have BPL
cards and voters [-card

Single women constitute: 26% of the iotal
homeless population

For drinking water they use public taps (at a
distarce 1t 2kiloneter):

For usmg public toilet they pay Rs. 2/- per
personinaday

Jaiswal pointed that the homeless families
livelihood is dependent on rickshaw pulling,
casual laborers, daily wageworkers, domestic
workers and rag picking etc. Majority of them go
begging when they are unable to earn, There is no
state policy for homeless children so that they get
admission in'government schools. While going to
work they keep their belongings under the
supervision of shopkeepers or one of the family
members stay looks after their possessions. In the
night hours there are also reporis of police
harassment.

He said, major challenges is to socially unit the

= ]

homeless families and individuals, There is also
no much support from the middle class.
Unfortunately, there is also no political will to
address this issue.

Jaiswal suggested that civil society groups should
work together to tackle homeless problems. For
immediate short term, night shelter should
opened especially for women and children. The
attitude of the city police should be to protect the
homeless against anti-social elements and they
must have the right for voting, BPL cards and be
given tenure for shelter.,

Pregentation by Depika from COHRE
Depika from the Australia unit from the Centre of
Housing Rights and Evictions gave suitable
examples of how developing countries have
fought against forced evictions resulb.ng from
urban development projects.

While highlighting the fact that urban

-development often contradicted the goals of

urban poverty alleviation, she pointed out that
several developing nations have adopted UN
Resolutions and instruments to counteract forced
evictions planned by the State or other dvic
authorities.

In countries like Vietnam and Brazil, the shelter
needs of the urban poor had featured widely in
the planning
process and
forced
evictions were
minimized due
to prior i
planning and B
stakeholder
consultations
with affected
people.

In Vietnam pDepit Sherchan, COHRE, Asia Pacific
there even
existed a workable resettlement and
rehabilitation policy for the urban poor. Pakistan
also has astrong people's campaign to stop forced
evictions, which acts as a pressure group on the
development authorities.

Depika's presentation was accepted with a pinch
of salt amongst the various groups present as
often it was felt that international standards and
policies did not reflect the ground realities and
problems in relation to the crises of urban land
and habitat issues.

Naﬁénal Forum for Housing Rights, India
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Third day
Formulating Strategies

n the last day of the workshop discussions

were held and efforis made to build
strategies for combating forced evictions based
“on the review of the past and existing strategies.
Greater focus was thus given to integrate at local,
regional and also at the national level. It was
acknowledged that a strong campaign or people’s
movement must have the support of the media.
Therefore attention was given to strategies that
would build up media relations with journalists
who have knowledge on

strategies that were necessary to adopt for
ensuring that the momentum of the movemnients is
notlost.

Fot, the short term, actions such es strengthening
local ties, preparing media and resotrce persons
list, preparing IEC material, seiting tp internal
communication channels and an eviction list
serve. Also preparation for the WSF housing
rights meeting was puton the top of theagenda.

For the intermediate points

housing issues and are /° =
sensitive to anti eviction
cause. Information
gathering was another key
strategy along with its
regular dissemination -and
participants insisted Lhal
communnication channelsbe
set up internally to aid for o
A m e s el rehabilitation.

dissemination. o

The group suggested that they
must build strategies to demand

that development projects be
mowitored by the people to
ensure that all displaced persows
received reseftlement and

=\ of action, regular
| dissemination of data and
reports was called for.
Emphasis was given to
organize seminars,
workshops at the local and
regional level; to discuss
and appraise the national
housing policy, the
\ Housing Bill, and to
>/ appraise and evaluate the

Policy and advocacy

building were the two areas that required special
attention. More PILs were necessary to demand
actions for housing shortage especially to
accommodate the urban poor, and bring to task
those who violate magter plans were illustrated as
a means to make the urban development
authorities aware that people are now aware of

their rights to shelter and the poor also have a’

legitimate righttoresideinthecity.

The group also entered a new plan of activism by
suggesting that they.adopt the strategy of
building pressure groups to demand that projects
funded by external funding agents be monitored
by the people to ensure that all displaced persons
received resettlement and rehabilitation as
planned and as promised by the agencies and that
“the local and state governments must develop a
_comprehensive resettlement and rehabilitation
policy fortheurban poorin particular.

Action Plan: .

Although the focus was on immediate and short-
term course of action, the debate and discussion
also focused on the mid-term and long-term

progress of the Housing For
ALLby 2010 goal adopted by the UN Habitat.

For the long term, building relationships and
contacts with international housing rights and
pressure groups, empowerment of the masses of
slum dwellers and squatters through innovative
and cultural means and engaging dialogue with
the Government on this matter through marches,
rallies, protest, PILs, and through open letters
formed the core of the long term action plan and
to improve access to land for housing the urban
poor,

Oﬁtcomes: -
Overall, the outcomes of the workshop were quite

‘wide ranging. The workshop provided

opportunity to interact with each other from
learning as well as failures and explored to strike’
new strategies and alliance building. A number of
the grassroots slum leaders took the lead in
presentations, consultations and discussions. It
also facilitated in building network for a long-
term_impact on the progress and success of
housing rightsmovementinIndia.

At the local level the workshop was also

National Forum for Housing Rights, India 15




instrumental in consolidatin solidarity and
support on the plight of evicted slum dwellers in
Kolkata city. Following the workshop, some of
the Kolkata groups were able to insist on meeting
with the Mayor to discuss the issue of
reseltlement of evicted slum dwellers and
squatters. The legal outcome of the meeting was
to file a special leave petition to demand the
rehabilitation and resettlement of scavengers'
community from Howrah who had been evicted
from their homes without notice.

The Forum had released a joint open letter to the

S £ S A

forced evictions and to protect the poor and
vulnerable sections especially the inhabitants
living in Bagbazar, however it was sad to note that
the state brutally evicted the community two
months after the workshop.

Forum is also initiating to incorporate pro-poor
interventions within the Master Plan framework
by forming networks of local groups who are
keen in incorporating pro-poor provisions in the
City Master Plan. Presently these interventions
have already been made in four major cities:
Indore, Hyderabad, Lucknow and Raipur.

R i —_—
T i

West Bengal Chief Minister appealing to stop

Open Letter to Chief Minister of West Bengal

Te, Dabe:£th Noy, 2003
Chigf Minster,

Govt. of West Bengwl , Kolkata-1

Sir,

The naticnal workshop on *New Stmategies to Combat Forced Bvictons” was held at Nitikn, Don Bosco,
from st to 3rd November 2003 cvganizad by National Forum for Heusing Rights, India and Hyman Rights Law
Nettwork, Kokata, 112 delegates from New Dells, Hyderabad, Chiennai, Coimbatore, Trichy, Madurm, Indore,
Jaipur, Raipur, Bhopal, Sagar; Narsingpur, Lucknot, anud West Benga! attended the workshop.

The participants had the opportunity 1o visit Tolfy Nalla, Beliaghata and Bellilions Perk where forced
evictions had been taken place in the pest. As the delegates visibed Baghazar and interacted with the
comumunity e residents informed that they ave also under threat of immediate forced eviction and that
too without any allernative accommodation. We ware shocked to find that the Wesi Bengal Governinent is
hot providing any alternative land or accommodation to those who are bemng evicted, as against the
policies of uther states in India including, Madiryz Pradesh, Uttar Prasesh, Rajastisar, New Delki, Tanil Nady,
aud Andlzra Pardesh.

His sad to state Lhel the West Bengul is the only siate in 'ndia, which has adopted this inhuman policy, We
are deeply cotwerned about Lhis slale of affair and woukl sincersly appoeal for your urgend inlervention in
this matter and stop this criminal act of making chiliren, women, elderly and physically mcapacitated
persons homeleas,

We fear that Baghs:sr eviclion will add more than 3000 people homeless who are already oppressed and
marginalized in Kolkata. We sincerely feel (hat Lhe Chigf Minster of West Bengal, Buddhaden Bhattncharya
willimmediately act on our appeal and stop the criminal act of making people homeless in this city.
Forced eviclion without alternative resettiemoent is a crime against humanily and a gross human rights

siiobalinn

Ovir demands baforethe West Bengul Chief Minister are:

*  That noact of forced eviction must be execuied af Baghuzar, near Galif sirect, where a population of 3000
people, incinding 700 women and 1000 chikiren will directly become homeless.

* Thatalleviciees of Tollty Nalla, Beliighata and Belillious Park must immediately be rehabilitated.

* That a diclogue should be held between the authoritiss and the affected families including the civil
soviely groups o find adeguale reselllement acceptable Lo the alfected families.

+ That the ¥est Jengel state must come out with stated official policy on rehabilitation as practiced in
other stxtes in [ndia

Sincenily.

Rajeey Genrpe

T
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Profile of Kolkata City

‘olkata (formally was known as Calcutta) is

the capital city of West Bengal state.
Populauon of Kolkata is 4.58 million. Slum
population in the city is 1.49 million. City has the
highest density with population of 24760 per
square " kilometers
(http:/ /www.censusindianet). The area of the
city covers 185 square kilometers. West Bengal is
also the most densely populated state in the
country with 904 persons living per square

and the development of slums along their banks.
During the 1960s, the working class community
started settling beside the canal banks under the
most unhygienic and hazardous conditions. At
present the largest concentration .of informal
settlements in Kolkata are residing along these
Canals. The northern stretch eof the Beliaghata-
Circular Canalis the most densely occupied.

Kolkata witnessed one of the most brutal forced
evictons by the local and state authorities on the

kilometer.
— —

City Profile

In early 1911, the city
introduced the
‘Improvement Trust Act’,
after Mumbai. The
proliferation of local bodies
is one of the features of
Kolkata. The city has two
municipal corporations, 32 ||
municipalities and 37 urban .

- Kolkata witnessed one of the
! most brutal evictions by the |
local & state authorities on
the one hand and on the other
the demonstration of tough
public resistance from the
working class community.

—, one hand and on the other

\I the demonstration of tough
public resistance from the
working class community
in the .last five years.
Though the Left Front
government is ruling the
state for over 20 years, it has
|| been instrumental in
|| perpetrating’ one of the
worst housing abuses and

entities. Besides these, there
-are: Calcutta-Howrah
Improvement Trust, West Bengal Development
Corporation, Joint Water and Sewerage Board,
‘Calcutta Port Authority, West Bengal Electricity
Board, Transport Authority, University, State
Housing Board, Indian Railways and numerous
micro and meso-level agencies have their own
spheres of activity in the same geographical entity
with very little coordination.

Geographically, Kolkata is bound on its north,

northeast, east, and partly south by a network of
canals, natural as well as_artificial, that once
formed part of an unique inland navigation
network. The city's sewerage system was based
on the use of this natural drainage basin and the
waters of the Hoogly river were brought in
through these canals to flush the waste water into
inland fisheries which naturally treated it. This
' natural drainage system has been disrupted due
to a variety of reasons not the least being the
planned urban development of these water
bodies leading to all kinds of problems. One
upshot of this has been the collapse of the
navigation system due to the silting of the canals

has failed to provided
. adequate housing within
the legal framework. .

A sizeable number of the city's population are
living in slums, pavements, besides railway
tracks, bridges and canals, Habitable land has not
yet been made available to-these working class
people at an affordable prize within the legal
frame-work. The inquiry team found one of the
highest displacements from the Calcutta
Metropolitan region. Though these working class
inhabitants had ration cards and names in the
voters' lists. These sections constitute a stable vote
bank of political parties and yet they are under the
threat of multiple forced evictons. There are at
present second and third generation of local
inhabitants- who face a constant threat of
evictions.

Evictions by the Iocal and state authorities have
been dealt with in a-most ad-hoc and inhuman
manner in the city, Bver since the multi-lateral
institution funded projects started investing in
heavy infrastructure through state agencies, the
local inhabitants have been largely affected and
housing rights abuse has become state's arbitrary

National Forum for Houéing Rights, India
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practice,

Last year when the People's Commission on
Eviction and Displacement' inquiry was held on
22nd September 2002. One of the evictees had
directly ‘questioned ‘"why the burnt of
development is borne to them only when such
development benefits doesn't reach to the
displaced urban poorinhabitants”.

Women .

‘Women: were physically abused: and
-Beaten up, police entered Lheir rooms and
threw away cooking wvesscls. Women
who served as maids Jost their jobs. Their
privacy was lost and where forced to
sleep 1n open, as a resull many wenl
emotiomally disturbed.

Children

Nearly 1500 chikiren became homeless
School going children could nol appear
for exams. Many slepl hungry wilhout
food. Faced physically and mentally
abuse. Two children: attempted suicide.

. Lossof livelthood

Auto drivers, helpers, construction
labouryres, hawkers, shop keepers, petly
businessmen and domestic workers lost
Lheirjobs.

 Economicloss incurred

» Destroyed and damaged electricity,
- waler and telephone connections,
Approximate monetary loss is estimated
to be near rupees ten million.

Family life disrupted |
Many families were separated. Family
members stayed in different localities.
Old became sick due to lack of shelter and
food.

BT e
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Operation Sunshine -
Hawkers

'Operation Sunshine' was executed by the state
government in 1996 aimed at removing the
hawkers from the footpaths and along some of the
major thoroughfares of the city of Kolkata. It was
one of the demands from the multilateral banks
and companies that they would only fund
infrastructure development if the roads were
cleared from hawkers and informal markets. But
these hawkers were primarily surviving through
these parallel and informal sector markets. They

A Drive against

had through decades of perseverance built Lhis
economy through affordable and subsidised
prizesin the retail market.

The first operation of eviction took piace in
December 1996 from the footpaths of Hatibagan
in the north of the city. 1834 stalls were
demolished followed by 3500 to 4000 stalls razed
from the southern parts of the city. In the year
2000, a similar operation of eviction was followed
at Gariahat, Kalighat and Lake Market.

An organization of hawkers called Hawkers
Sangram Committee (HSC) reported that within
two to three months the number of stalls evicted
were 50,000-60,000. HSC alleged that after these
evictions about 100 hawkers died eventually due
to starvation. According to the HSC this was in
complete violation of the judgment delivered by
Justice Bhagwati Prasad Benerjee relating to prior
notification and necessary rehabilitation.

Only a minor segment of the hawkers were
offered alternative sites at a very unseemly site in
Galiff Street, isolated from the market area, in an
unhealthy habitat. Later all the 800 hawkers
abandoned this site, because it was an
economically unviable alternative,

West Bengal Corridor Development Project
The West Bengel Corridor Development Project is
aimed at constructing national and state
highways that would link the state with other
eastern Indian states including Bangladesh,
Bhutan, and Nepal.

A loan of US $ 210 million has been approved on
the 11thDecember 2001 and the project is slated to
be completed by June 2006. The project is funded
by the Asian Development Bank and the state
government. Both of them are boasting that this
project will improve the standards of 19 million
people,over a third of them from the very poor
sections who are expected to directly benefit from
the project.

When a study was conducted to find out how
many people would be displaced when the
project is implemented it was found that 10,000
roadside shops would be evicted. 1300 residential
structures would be razed. 4000 employees
would Iose jobs. 5000 community structures
would be affected and 37 hectares of agricultural
land would be acquired by the project. However,
the state government has no plans to rehabilitate
families who are living in informal housing
structures.

Excerpts from Eviction Watch India report, January 2003
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Rehabilitation of evictees

Solidarity Appeal Letters

ational Forum for Housing Rights, India

had launched an email campaign
worldwide to inform national and international
Jhuman rights activists and organizations to put
pressure on the West Bengal Government to
rehabilitate evictees of Kolkata.

Soﬁ&aﬁty Appeél Letter
22 September 2001

Observing the second eviction anniversary

National Forum for Housing Rights, India
An Appeal to Rehabilitate Kolkata Evictees

Uchchhed Birodhi  Sangrama Committee had
commemorated the second anniversary of Tolly
Nalla evictions in Kolkata-city. On 22™ September
2001 around 1400 households were brutally
evicted from the southern skirts of the canat side
in Kolkata. Invincibly, the maverick West Bengal
government till date has not taken any action to
rehabilitate even a single

Demand: Rehabilitate (’

T :\ family. Though the. Left

Kolkata Evictees || Eront claims to be pro-poor
Kolkata is the only city in ; : .

Request: Read, Act -and JaseY ly ty regime, piously committed
Forward to as many people | India, which evicts their city for the cause of the poor
asyoucan... . : ) sections. But contrarily,

s | inhabitants without | since last two years large
Appeal: Forced eviction o b | number of poor inhabitants
without any alternative is o || providing &ny AIferMafive | ,,¢c peen rendered
-gross human rights T Ty [ 0 SN homeless and pushed into
violation. under national l reh“bd-.!mtm”-' 0 e || pavements th Pu;h orced
and international laws. \ (O = 0 PN/ eviction drives with out any

‘Kolkata is the only city in
India, which evicts their city
inhabitants without providing any alternative
rehabilitation. No families have been
rehabilitated afler carrying brutal evictions by the
authorities in the distant or recent past. :

I you believe strongly, that forced eviction is a
crime against humanity and no fa.m:ly or
individual should be evicted or made homeless
without any alterative provisions, then extend
your solidarity support email campaign by doing
the following:

A. Write a strong letter to West Bengal
authorities appealing to immediately
rehabilitate Kolkata evictees with subject line
"Rehabilitate Kolkata Evictees"

B. Anyone you.think might be able to make a
timely intervention please forward this e-
mail to the concerned personimmediately.

C. Suggest your idea for giving justice to
Kolkata evictees and send it to us urgently.

Insolidarity
RajeevJohn George

relocation alternative. The
modus operandi of forced eviction operation by
Kolkata Municipal Corporation "is . not only
notorious, but also shocking. There are many
more evictions to be carried out in the same
manner in the near future,

For the Tolly Nalla struggle, Uchchhed Birodhi
Sangrama had played a leading role in
consolidating solidarity to the vicims through
running community kitchen where around 200
people have their daily meals since last two
years. These community leaders have formed a
committee for demanding rehabilitation named -
"Tolly Nalla Punar Vasan Awasan Samabhai
Sammitti". The Sammitti members has also
prepared I-cards for families to remind Kolkata
authorities that they were once removed from
their homes, but they still have not received any
alternative relocation and are determined and
united for theirjust cause.

Majorevictions in Kolkata:
21" September2001

1400 families displaced at Tolly Nala, Rapid
Action Force were used to remove the inhabitants

e
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‘whowereresiding sincelast 40 years;

10" December2002

On International Human Rights Day 4000
households at Beliaghata were demolished and
more then 200 houses were burned down before
executing the operation;

2™ Februaiy 2003

From Bellilious park around 700 dalit Scavenger
families were mercilessly uprooted without any
prior notice and without any rehabilitation
programme. Most of the inhabitants were
working at Howarh Municipal Corporation. HMC
had rehabilitated these scavenger communities in
the park land used as dumping ground hundred

members were shocked to find the evicted victims
were staying on railway platforms, pavements
and under-bridges in inhuman conditions.
Appeal foraction:

We earnestly appeal to the national, international
human rights bodies and financial institutions to
put pressure on West Bengal government for
providing rehabilitation to Tolly Nalla, Beliaghata
and Belillious Parkevicted families.

The West Bengal state should abide by
international and national laws which makes

-mandatory to any evictees for an alternative

provision, Such policles and provisions are
consistently practiced in ell other states in India.

yearsago by constructing quarters. Example: Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad,
A L Indore’ and Ahemdabad provides alternative

Modus operandi of evictions: . s
o Tolly Nalla evictions Py i}heth"’"c‘ms
were carried out deri 1n1?:1edatey ey are

. » i eil-cte o
MOnsoons. Uchchhed Birodhi Sangrama

" On_the second anniversary

¢ No alternative
accommodations or
sites are made available
toevicted victims.

o Large scale complaing
were reported that state
machinery were

fwo years.

had played a leading role in
consolidating solidarity to
the victims through running
comminity kitchen since last

of Tolly Nalla evictions we
would appeal to all civil
rights groups and
concerned citizens for
extending their solidarity
through posting mass
Y, protest letters Lo Wesl

engaged in arson and
looting of household
belongings during the operation.

e Displaced families were even denied to
collect their belongings before demolition
drive.

s For operation Biack commandos were
deployed against peaceful civilians,

e Local urban authorities intend to use these
lands for commercial exploitation.

According to the preliminary finding by
Association for Peoples Initiatives for Liberation
(APIL) a local civil rights group the number of
homeless instreets have increased sharply. Out of
the total homeless around 18% are those who had
been added as homeless on the streets of Kolkata
are victims of forced evictions without relocation
inthe past two years.

Last year People's Commission on Eviction and
Displacement held an independent inquiry which
was headed by Justice Rafindar Sachar, former
Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court on 21" and 22
September 2002. The Commission found that not a
single family were rehabilitated, the panel

. » e

Bengal authorities for their

immediate rehabilitation:

Our demands:

s That no more evictions must be carried ont
in Kolkata-city without resettling all evicted
families...

o That all evictees of Tolly Nalla, Beliaghata
and Belillious Park must be given
rehabilitation immediately...

o Thata dialogue should be held between
Kolkata ULB and the affected families |
including the support of civil society groups
to find adequate solutions acceptable to the
affected families...

e That all international lending agencies like
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the World
Bank must seize all loans till the West Bengal
government provides adequate
rehabilitation to all the victims...

o  That the West Bengal state must come out
with stated official policy on rehabilitation
as practice in other states in India...

We appeal to all civil society and human rights

National Forum for Housing Rights, India



groups to incorporate the above demands in the
solidarity appeal letter to:

Budhadev Bhattacharya .
Chief Minister, Gout. of West Bengal.

Ashoke Bhattacharya
Minister In-charge of Urban Affairs & Urbun
Development

Amalendu Roy
Minister In charge of Irrigation & Water Ways

SubrataMukherjee
Mayor, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

The Chairman,
The National Human Rights Commission, New

Delhi

Maya Valecha
Inguillabi Communist Sangathana, Vadodara...

To, :
Budhadev Bhattacharya
Chief Minister, -

Dear Sir,

Sub : Protest against Forced Evictions and Demand for
Rehabilitation of people of TollyNalla, Beliaghala,
Belillious Park in Kolkata. '

It is with great anguish that we have to hear such
atrocities perpetrated by those who still call
themselves commiinists. As a communist we feel
it shameful and want an end to all such crimes
against humanity. Apart from the fact that India is
signatory to Declarations of Right to Housing
confrerrence by UN (Both 1976 and 1996), Marxist
‘Principles teach us that

Protest letters from

"\"\\ evrybody has equal rights

on the Natural as well as

organizations and
activists -

Sanjay Sangvai
Narmeda Bachao Andolan..,
The Narmada, Bachao

Andolan strongly
condemns the acton of

‘Narmada Bachao Andolan

licies o ible eviction.

strongly condemns the action
and demands that the West
Bengal state government must
put an end to its anmti-
prolieriate and anti-poor

human-made wealth of this
world. This earth belongs to
all of us and nobody has the
rightto evict anybody.

Your party is going tobe the
indirect participant of WSF
where a slogan of 'Another
World is Possible'. What

forcibly evicting about 1400

hawkers and other

laboureres from Tolly Gunj on part of the
Government of West Bengal. It is doubly
reprehensible as it-comes from the supposedly
Left Front government of the state, against the
proletariatein the state. '

We are aware that the West Bengal government
too has been playing the tune of the multinational
companies and the multilateral aid agencies,
when all the Left and friendly organizations will
be celebrating and strengthening the struggle
against the multinational capital and the
corporate in the incoming convention of the Werld
Social Forum (WSF), in Muwmbai in January, 2004.

We demand that the state government must put
an end to its anti-prolieriate and anti-poor
policies of forcible eviction.

We demand thatno one should be displaced from
his home, hearth and the econumic means of
production without providing for alternative to
these things ormore thanthat. -

We hope that the state govemmei{f and the Left
Frontleaders wonld see that the justice is done.

sort of another world we are
trying to make?

We demand immediate relocation of.all the
evicted persons.

Hoping to shake a communist conscience,

Maya Valecha
Inguillabi Communist Sangathana, Vadodara...

To,
The President of India

Dear Sir,

Sub: Protest against Forced Evictions and Demand for
Rehabilitation of people of TollyNalla, Beliaghata,
Belillious Park at Kolkata. ‘

We protest the forced evictions anywhere in
India, They are on the rise of late in all parts of
India. We particularly draw your attention to the
plight of people of TollyNalla, Beliaghata,
Belillious Park of Kolkata, India is signatory to
Declarations of Right to Housing confrerrence by.
UN(Both 1976 and 1996) where people's right to
housing with basic facilities and Government's
responsibility to provide the same are accepted.

We demand immediate relocation of ail the
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evicted persons and direction to all state
governments publicly to remind them our
committment to UN Declarations. Hoping a
quick action from your office.

Maya Valecha
Inquillabi Communist Sangathana, Vadodara...

Dear Rajeev,

Itis good to hear that unity of the evicted peopleis
maintained and the fight is on. Thad heard from a
contact in Kolkata that it is all over as the victims
arescattered now.

In Baroda we are facing the same problem and
whatever relocation used to

minimum response required. All pecple you are
responsible for evicting must also berehabilitated
immediately. The international community
composed of interested and alarmed citizens such
as myself waits to hear of your actions taken in
response to our concern to support a humane
outcome on behalf of the your disrespected
citizens of West Bengal who have been evicted by
their own goverment.

Ken Femades
Center on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE),
Australia...

India has retified the following internatiomal

human rights treaties and

be done in past is no more
the practice of the day. il
send you the report of an
evicion that took place
here. Victims are scattered
and inspite of a first
somewhat favorable
judgement by High Courl
they are so demoralized
that they are not ready to
fight. The evictions here are

COHRE

If it was a rick person's house
whick was demolisked, then
the person would have taken
the guvernment to coyrt and
demanded for histher losses
writes Ken Fernades  from

by forcibly evicting people
they are violating human
rights law. The West Bengal
state government is also
violating the Indian
constitution Art 39 (a) and
(7 Tolly Nallaevictionsisa
gross violations of human
rights. It is the state
government's duty to

small scale and scattered

both in time and area wise. When I was in Surat @
plague time we could get with agitation but now
BJP govt with renewed power by other means is
acting with heavy hand.

Wehad our publication "Nirantar Kranti' devoted
to thisissue totally butitisin Gujarati.

Marina Lewis, Mumbai ...

To,

Mr Vajpayee,

Prime Minister of India

Dear Prime Minister,

1 write to express my strong disagreement with
the practice of the West Bengal government of
evicting people such as the Tolly Nalla pecple of
Kolkata city, especially without providing any
alternative accommodation.

I understand that serious concerns have also been
raised about the violent methods of eviction, and
the access evicted people have had to date to their
possessions. These actions clearly signify
breaches of international law, as well as national
law to which India, as you will know, is a
signatory. Clearly the development of a humane
policy by the West Bengal Government, in
consultation with the affected 'evictees', is the

rehabilitate, and also
compensate them for their
losses. If it was a rich person's house which was
demolished, then the person would have taken
the government to court and demanded for
his/her losses. Why not poor people demand for
compensation? I wonder if the groups in Kolkata
have made cost analysis of people's losses. It may
be worthwhile exercise.

Ms. Sama
Katmandu, Nepal ...

Sad to hear that people are still facing forced
eviction problem in India. | am curious to know
what type of alternative the affected Families
desire? 1 think when we negotiate with the
government it is important to have few
alternatives in hand. I have already send an
appeal letter to immediately rehabilitate Tolly
Nala evictees.

Hanako
Tokyo, Japar ...

I forwarded your letter to Mr. Hosaka and Fr,
Peter Shimokawa and I added the introduction of
you and the essence of your letter. I wrote it in
Japanese so that you couldn't read it. I am sorry.
Pls take care always.

Compilation of protest letters received during the email campaign

B Y |
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The 10th December Carnage »
Beliaghata Eviction on Human Rights Day

On 10th December 2002 when the world was
observing International Human Rights Day
the West-Bengal Government was brutally
evicting 4000 famnilies, Beliaghata eviction will be
remembered as 10* December carnage.: This
incidence will be marked as a monumental
mistake in ¢he history of West Bengal. Till date
none of the 4,000 families have been provided any
alternative accommodation.

In carly eighties it was the same Left-Front
government in West pogu
Bengal thathad provided .
. alternative site to the
same inhabitants at the
* Beliaghata canal side.
The .dispossessed
residents have their
names in the electoral
roles and ration cards as
proof of residence..

This was a joint operation
executed by Kolkata

Municipal Corporation,
Kolkata -Metropolitan

Tuesday, 10" December 2002. It was reported
that hours before the evictions a cart puller, Dulal
Das, 48, had committed suicide. Sima Das, a nine
yeat old girl, told The Statesman- reporter,
Government people came and threatened me
that they would shoot us if we won't leave the
house®, . After the entire operation was-over
Beliaghata canal resembled a crematorium
ground on Human Rights Day". ‘

Excerpts from the Kolkata newspapers;
The Statesmen,
, Kolkata, 11" Dec2002
Sima Das a nine-year-old
| gir child lost her father.
8 seven months before the
| Beliaghata eviction that
had taken place in
Kolkata-city. Their
mother left the home
days after her father died.
Sima was living alone
with her four younger
sisters and a two-year-

One of the victim injured during eviction on Human Righis Day _old brother at Beliaghata

Development Authority '
and the State Irrigation Department. The state
administratiori and the opposition both were
involved in this barbaric act. These elite projects
have been supported by Asian Development
Bank, which has'made thousands homeless in the
city, . A

Days before-eviction. Rapid Action Force were
marching each day armed with sophisticated
weapons threatening the inhabitants to leave the
locality. On 10th December heavy police farce
with bulldozers arrived. First the fesidents
specifically women resisted the eviction, but as
they were busy arguing against eviction with the
-authorities a mysterious fire broke out within the
locality, the residents believe that this was the
handy wotk of authorities so that all their
belongings are gutted down and they would need
less efforts to crush the belongings through
bulldozers. ' S .

The eviction operation began at 8 am. on

Canal side. Sima's elder
sister was working as domestic help and the
house owner would rarely allow her to visit their
sisters'home... . -

ust a day before the eviction at Beliaghata Canal,

_Sima gave her account to The Statesmen reporter,

"Government people came with a coupon, they
took my thumb impression and threatened me.
that they would shoot us if we won't leave the
house". . '

There were around 4000 families. who had
rendered homeless and undergone similar pain,
anguish and separated from family members
after the Beliaghata eviction. These inhabitants
were residing along two-kilometer stretch
statfing from Orange Sura’ down to Ghaznavi
Bridge.

The Telegraph, Kolkata, 12" Dec2002

“Our own political masters have cheated us,.

they've exploited us for decades as assured vote
bank. We had cast false votes, threatened voters

(Continued i page 26)
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ACTION PLAN - TS

Strategy Partiovtare Re
Precare visual materials for sansftising the community Local Grou
Al Sensifization Form theatra/cultural croups at national/local level Local Grou
Involvermnent of intellectuals and sentisafion of middle class Local Grou
Prepare an altemnative Plan Local Grou
B, People & Group | Draft Peaples charter on Housing richis Local Grou
Inltiative Housing groups initiative at WSF
To strenghten this forum 7]
National Secretariat Indore office will print a receipt book for the contribution of funds for the
C. Resourca Mobiiization |national housing campaign
|Local groups in cities to prapare a list of resoLrce persona,
Circulate and exchangs quarterly report on housing right activities (successas as weil as
fallures) via e-mail or post
Organize city and reglonal mestings and conventions of the cammunity groyps through
D. Informatton Sharing NGOs )
[Formation of e-groug: to discuss on housing richis struadle National St
Preliminary research on homelessness and doccumentation of evictions in the city Local Grou
|Study of developmant ojects and its Impending effect on urban poor dispacement Local Grau
|Advocacy and Isbbying with Infrastructure development project funding agencies who are Local Grou
E. Capactty Buiiding & directiy/indirectly responasiblé for displacament of urban poor. - o
Seao Mapping of the sltes of urban poar hablistion and evicticns, reniabilltation sites |Locat Grou
Critical review of NSP Local Groy
Protest resolution zgainst eviction in Kolkata National S«
Chakka Jam Local Grou
F. Protasts, Post cand campaign all groups -
Demonstration, will make &
Campaign Preparation of slogans on housing tights and using badges |Local Grou -
On World Habitat day (October Tat week Monday) organise a- Human Chain day for houeing |Local Grou
right solldarity
G. Lagal Campalan  |Flle regular j=(tons to NHRG HRLN .
3 Formation of Self Help Group and cooperative society to secure tenure rights fer financlal Local Grou
asslstanca to urban poor community '
Facliitate In procuring Ration card, voter list, birth and death certificate and enroliment ofthe |LocalGrou
chifdren In the school to establish residential proof for urban poor gattlements
. Bmpowarmsat of £ 001 tarverfion n Mastar Pian o, have acoess for housing The b poor and EWS land aiready |Local Grot -
avaliable within the provisions of city plan. ' available a
Indore.and
Dalhi
Lo don & Publis’ pzmphlet, bookleis on Housin: and livellhood rights cc
Share these information to local struggle groups Local Grou
A Cuteion News-letter - cCc -
J; Resenrsh on Review and activate the Impanding Housing bill which was placad in the parfiament Prof. Shan
Govermment Polioies and
Programmas -~
Statewise regional workshop to train housing right cadre Local Grou
Emm .nug,',.i Prepare a syllabus on hiousing rights tmlnlngg programme _ cC
{Convention programmes of all the community groups, NGOs, and activist groups '|Local Grou
L. Urban Habttat Art | Display urban poor habitat In the form of art exhibits at prominant places in each city |Local art &l
Exhibitions
M. Pro-alection Election manifestos and resolutions against eviction CC+ Loca
Campaign

National Forum for Housing Rights, India




e (A _ 8hort Term Y ] | Mid Term | Leng Term
Nov. | Dee. | Jen. | Feb. | Mar | Apr | May. | Jun.';i—.!ul. A, ‘Sep. | Oot. | Nevi@dte | NovoSio
03 | 03 | o4 | 04 | 04 | @4 | o4 | B84 | O4 | 04 | 04 | 4 | Oct2008 | Oct20te
T
N Released on 14-4-2004
I ] dl Two workshops held on 18th & 15th Jan 2004 at WSF campus
T 1 - - - : ] P
w » = | ==
—== - | | -
18 |15
T__ i\ = = --;._ I|ll. | o III II
?— - = _.=_:. 1P 1) ! _-
; — — e - - |: — =
&
Lucknaw and Indore ciiy mapping In process == j—
Released on 4-11-03°
I
10th Dec. Human Rights Day (Email campaign on Beliaghata eviction)
Raipur regional workshop
Voter awareness campaign
' National Forum for Housing Rights, India ! R

-




{(Continued age 23)
With guice and Bomte nd forced them to vote in

their favor and also sustained injuries in return,
but when the residents at Beliaghata needed them
most, the political leaders 've deserted us". - An
angry Communist Party worker at Beliaghta
canal.

The Times of India, 11* Dec 2002

Hours before the demolition a cart-puller Dulal
Das (48), committed suicide, His wife Lakshmi
said, he ended his life because he couldn't bear the
tension to find a suitable shelter, for his nine-
member family.

The 48 year-old, Das was struggling and was
"shattered” by the threat of eviction. Before
committing suicide he told his wife, "we had no
place to goafter cur home s dismantled".

Before the eviction for last few days Das was
hunting for accommodation but couldn't find
any, His wife was sleepless whole night, when
she woke up at 5 am on Monday morning, she
found him hanging from the ceiling. Dulal Das
had voter identity card and ration cerd as
residence proof.

The Statesmen, Kolkata, 11™ Dec 2002

Deepa De a domestic servant was living in a smail
room of 6 by 8 feet room at Beliaghata canal. Aday
before the eviction drive Deepa brought all her
belongings through the help of her three children.
She thought to spend some days at the opposite
nearby footpath. But next day morning armed
policemen rudely removed her. The mother with
her three children was even deprived from living
at footpath after facihg brutal eviction from
Beliaghata canal.

The Statesmen, Kolkata, 11" Dec 2002
Urmila Chowrasia, three children were preparing
for final exams. These children were unable to go
for classes as they were served notice to vacate
their homes. Nearly 80 per cent of children at
Beliaghata canal side use to attend schools.

The Statesmen, Kolkata, 11" Dec 2002

A day before the eviction Sona Das, a cart puller
complained, those who have house or land
already at places like Sundarbans or Canning had
already shifted, but our family will be rendered
homeless?

The Telegraph, Kolkata, 12" Dec 2002

When nearly 200 women and children blocked
the bulldozers near the western bank of the
Beliaghata canal. A widow of three children

Manwara Bidi cried, "You'll 've to crush me and
my children before smashing my house, where'll I
stay from tomorrow?"

The Times of India, 10® Dec 2002

"T 've no clue where would I go with my infant
kids in this cold winter night", Mira Devi, mother
oftwo children in tears.

The Times of India, 9* Dec 2002

Minati Ranjit's husband was a TB patient who
couldn't go for work. Her two children were
suffering from thalassaemia. Where would we
go..?

The Telegraph, Kolkata, 12" Dec 2002

Ravi and Prafulla, drivers of the two bulldozers,
saluted each other by extending the giant
mechanical arms towards one another, signifying
their job well done, in front of 25,000 homeless
victims who were silently watching from both
sides of the canal while there homes were razed to
the ground. The eviction operation which started
on 10® December ended on 11" December 2002 at
1.25p.m.

Mayor of Kolkatta, Subrata Mukherjee

"This is undoubtedly an achievement. This place
was a breeding ground of all sorts of diseases and
crime. Kolkata Municipal Corporation KMC will
take up a beautification drive along the evicted
stretch of the canal "

Response to Belighata evictions

To

The President of India, New Delhi
Respected Sir,

As an Australian citizen of Indian decent I am
ashamed and appalled that a country that gave
the world Gandhi and a strong spiritual and
human rights culture that was noted for its
tolerance, compassion and inclusivity should
allow such cruelty to people that are not rich and
powerful. The details of which I am enclosing
with this email. I have not incduded your names
because I do not wish to make personal attacks on
you as individual persons. I am appealing to your
office that has the power and influence to act and
remedy this tragic situation. A truely civilised
nation is how it treats her most marginalised
people.tHere are the details of the situation in
Kolkata.l em also sending photos and also what
the Press in India has stated.

"Poverty is a form of violence" Gandhi

Yours Sincerely.
Basil N Varghese, Australia

A compilation of national newspaper clippings covered during Belinghata evictions on Human Rights Day in Kolkata
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2nd February 2003, eviction
Memorandum on Bellilious Park

e, the undérsigned organisations, work in

different fields of the society among the

downtrodden people. On 2nd February 2003,
thousands of people were forcibly and illegally
evicted from a piece of land at Belilious Park, 129,
Belilious Road, Howrah by the administration,
We have enquired and investigated the matter
and our fact finding teams 've found substantial
evidence of brutality and gross violation of
human rights. '

The fact finding team found that on 2nd Pebruary
2003 at morning hours, a
large number of people,

almost 700 families, were
forcibly evicted from
Bellilous Park, Howrah :
with active participation of |
‘huge armed police force, =5
Rapid Action Force
consisting of near about 500
personnel, Two/three E&N
Bulldozers were employed
to demolish hundreds of
brick built houses, jhupris,
structures, school building,
temples, statues and §%
thousands of people were
rendered homeless in a
day. Ambulances, fire

Concrete houses bulldozed at Bellilious Park

police station Banira, District Howrah, West
Bengal. Surprisingly the residents were evicted
but neither the Judiciary nor the administration
nor the Howrah Municipal Corporation (HMC)
nor police administration gave the residents any
opportunity of being heard before the eviction
drive. B '

The administration never cared to make any
scrutiny or investigate to find out the legal status
of the persons/ families evicted.

The fact as disclosed that
3 thousands of sweepers /
scavengers, coming from
: Dalit community, were
L | employed at Howrah
W Municipality hundreds
| yearsago and they were not
allowed to take any rented-
¢ accommodation in the
" localities of upper-caste
- ' people in the town area as
" they belonged to Sweeper/
' Dalit community, the
. untouchables. The
" sweepers used to carry
" night soil on their heads.
The municipal authority
itself had constructed a

brigade teams were present at your instance to
secure smooth eviction, :

The background of the incident is {in short) that
an Organisation namely Howrah Ganatantric
Nagarik Samity filed a writ petition in Calcutta
High Court in the year 1987 on the issue of
pollution in the park, populardly known as
Belliious Park. Under an order dated passed by
the Division Bench of High Court, Calcutta the
Municipal authority was directed to remove the
trespassers. Under the garb.of the said order
thousands of people, the permanent residents
who were in legal possession, were evicted by
force on 2nd February 2003 by the administration
without giving proper rehabilitation or even any
proper notice and opportunity to the residents of
the said area which is more than 100 Bighas of
land in the holding no. 129, Bellilious Road within

two-storied quarter in the
part of the said park. The Municipal records itself
reveal that a large number of employees of the
Municipal Corporation are residents of the park
and had been residing there for more than 100
years. It is equally true in respect of other
government employees of Railways,
Nationalised Banks, Public Sectors etc. Number
of residents produced not only ration cards in
their names but also Election Commissioner's
identity cards, birth and death certificates, service
records etc. all showing the address of the Park,
129, Bellilious Park, Howrah as proof of their legal
permanent possession and residence. Even some
residents contested elections from this address.
The residents claimed that all together 7000
people resided there.

It is learnt that the municipality has a
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development and beautification scheme and it
has engaged a private all-famed developer for
exploiting the park for commercial purposes.
Already there are number of shopping complexes
which have not been affected by the drive of
eviction. It proves that you acted in the interest of
rich and influential persons and the evicted
people wereignored.

The people were evicted suddenly without any
rehebilitation scheme and there is no plan of any
authority for alternative accomiodation for the
evicted people who were permanently in legal
occupation.

All the evicted people belong to dalit community.
We observed that gross illegality has been
inflicted npon the residents of the park as they
were evicted without any prior notice and such
act on your part has manifested a great defeat of
principle of natural justice
and democratic practice and
process. The evicted people
got no opportunity to place
their case before any
authority. It is an accepted
position of law of the land -

( Ciwil society organizatians:
have gathered documentay

evidence on Bellilious Park
where scavenger community

We further observed thal the Municipal
Corporation has sworn an incorrect affidavit
before the High Court, Calcutta by declaring that
all residents of the park were 'encroachers'. There
was a two- storied building in the park, which
was a Municipal staff quarter. Such statement of
the Corporation before the Court was ablatant lie
and falsehood.

We observed that civil and police administrations
were fully aware of this fact still they assisted the
Municipal authority with its full strength and
support to secure eviction of inmocent, poor,
backward caste people from the park with
mollified intention.

We demand immediate and proper rehabilitation
of the displaced persons/families of Bellilious
Park, Howrah at the same site forthwith with
adequate compensations to the affected families
for the illegal acts of eviction
committed on your part for
violation of not omly the
Fundamental Rights of
Indian Constitution but also
the provisions of
International Covenants of

that the persons in settled || Were residing for the last || ynited Nations and Human
possession can not be |\ undredyears. Rights.

evicted without due course
of law, The right to life of the
citizens of the park, as guaranteed under Article
21 of Indian Constitution has been nakedly
violated by you and in order to secure complete
vacant possession of the park, you misinterpreted

We shall be constrained to
take the matter to any forum both in National and
International . panel and also in higher legal
platform and intensify our agitational
programme if you fail to act as desired being

the Trespasser’ as mentioned in the High stooge of the interested quarter.
Court and evicted all persons and virtually the Yours truly,
administration ransacked and looted the wealth Howrah Dalit Foram

of the victims. Round about 6000/7000 people
were affected by your grossly illegal act.

We observed that the evicted people with the
families are living under horrendous situations at
Belgachia garbage dumping ground, on open
streets under scorching heat of sun without
shelter and drinking water, in absence of
minimum sanitary system. The evicted people are
forced to live under inhuman condition due to
your illegal actions. The ensuing rainy season will
further aggravate the already deteriorating
conditions and there is every possibility of
braking out of epidemics. Already four persons
have succumbed to death under inhuman
condition.

Akhil Bharatiya Anusuchit Jati Jubajan
Samaj, W .B.State Committee
e Yuba Janahit Jana Sakti Shangha. Howrah
JatiyaShangha
e Khurut Harljan Kalyan Samity. Shelter for
HomelessNational Forum, Calcutta
Bastibashi Samanya Samity, Khidirpur,
Calcutta
Gardenrich Stum Development, Calcutta
The Dalit Association, Howrah
Ambedkar Jagrily Sangha, Howrah
Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha (MASUM)
Kolkata NGO Forum for Street & Working
Children

This memorandum is prepared by Kolkata's civil society organizations on Bellilous Park forced evictions in which around 7,000
Scavengers commmunity were maide homeless, The West Bengal government and Howrah Municipal Corporation had forcibly evicted
ther on 2nd February 2003. The contact address is Howrah Dalit Forum, 82/10, Nara Singha Dutta Read, Howrah 711101,
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Presentation by Rajesh Jaiswal .

Kolkata's Homelessness

omeless persons are defined as destitute men, women, boys and girls who live on
_the streets: open sky, plastic sheets, railway station, under bridges & flyovers,
footpaths/verandas of the shops and living inillegal settlements besides canals.

Tn a recent survey conducted by Rajesh Jaiswal, chief furictionary of Association for
People's Initiatives for Liberation (APIL) has indicated that there are over sixty thousand
homeless people living in Kolkata for over twenty to forty years.

Highlights of the Presentation
Eviction

Who are Homeless?

Tolly Naulla Eviction - Metro Rail project -
22nd - 25th Sept. 2001.
Eviction in lake Garden
area - December 2001.
Bviction around Sealdah
railway station-
December 2001
Purulia district town -
August2001,
Murshidabad district,
Behrampore - December
2002.
‘Beliaghata 10th
December 2002
Belilious Park in Howrah
2002. .

Migrants from different |
part of the country and
Rural Bengal 70:30 ratio

impairments )

About 70% people are migrants from different

states, remaining 30% are from Rural Bengal.

QOver 9% do not have ration card or BPL card
inKolkata -

+ Over 90% do not have
voter identity card

e Single women
constitude 26% of the
total homeless
population.

s People are casual
labourers, daily wage
workers, domestic
workers, forest,

. produce gatherers, etc.
. e« People do begging
" some Himes.

¢ Public water taps are
being used for drinking
water ( average distance
1-2Km.)

o Violation of Rights to
education is very
common. '

Families that have been facing continued
evictions &have landed up on thestreets.

A picture about the status of Homeless
peoplein kolkata
» Over 60000 homeless people live in the city of

Kolkata for over 20 to 40 years.

64% are Adult population ( 41% male, 23%
female) '

36% are children (45% Girls, 55% Boys)

5.6 % are disabled ( mental’, physical & other

National Forum for Housing Rights, India

Single Women ( widowed, =

g‘;:;;:;:‘té ) trafficked, One of the elderly homeless person at Beliashi_iu bridge
‘Disebled population (majority with

mental {llness ) '

o Use paid toilet facilities
(Rs.2/-perday, per person )

. Foodisneiﬂlerpalatablenorenough..
o Keep their belongings with the families they

workwith or with shopkeepers ,
Harassments from the police and KMC
authorities are very common.

Some are willing to pay for the facilities like
health, sanitation and shelter,

Human Rights viclation is very common.

Challenges

Oragnising homeless families & individuals
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Nosupport from the middle class .

No legal documents like ration card. voter
card or BPL card

No birth registration - continue to be
1llegal/invisible.

Lack of political willingness to address this
issue.

Civil society is indifferent about the issue
Right to tenancy.

Suggestions

Efforts should be made to bring all the
organisations working in an area together.
Sanitation should be improved, more public
toilets should be constructed.
Educationshould be encouraged.

e e ]

Police protection should be provided.

During the rains, relief should be given to
them in different forms,

They should be made aware of their voting
rights.

Night shelter facilities should be provided
specially for women & children.

Conclusion

To reduce the pressure ( Migration ) of the city
construction efforts should be taken up in the
grassrootlevel,

The village people must have the access to
theirbasicneeds.

The Rural economy is a very important factor.

M. Rajesh Jaiswal is the Cheif Functionary of Assoclation for People's Initiatives for Liberation [APIL] in Kolkata,

UN Instruments on Housing Rights and Evictions
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Asian Development Bank Report
Kolkata Environmental Improvement Project

he objectives of the Kolkata Environment

Improvement -Project, (KEIP) long-term
action plan prepared under Asian Development
Bank (ADB) technical assistance are:

o To reduce poverty in the low-income areas
through affordable access to basic urban
services.

s To facilitate community empowerment
through participatory processes.

o To improve the environment in the outer
areas of Kolkata city.

grossly inadequate drainage system. Industrial
wastes, flow largely untreated, into the
surrounding environment, exposing the
community to acids, toxic chemicals, paints,
varnish, etc.

Around 50- % of the target population (low-
income-group) lives in slum housing or worse.
This represents roughly 70,000 people. It is
estimated that around 26.30% of the slum
dwelling households in the target area fall below
the poverty line, ie, 18,000 to 21, 000 people, or 13-
15% of the total populationin the Project area.

During wet season,

e« To protect the (

environment from Around 50% Of the target
population lives in slunis.
This represents roughly 70,000
people. It is estimated that
arownd 26.30% of the shum
dwelling households in the
target area fall below the
poverty line, ie, 18,000 to 21,
000 people, or 13-15% of the
total population in the Profect

adverse development
impacts.

Six components:
1. Astakeholder
consultation process

2. Sewerage and drainage
improvements '

3. Solid waste
management

kﬂ req.

4, Slumimprovements

flooding occurs. frequently
resulting in widespread
exposure to pathogens,
particularly in low-lying
slums,

"The Kolkata Municipal
Corporation together with
the state Irrigation and
Waterways Department
will implement the
Rs. 2,000-crore for the
Kolkata Environmental
_Imprqvement - Project,
/ which would be partly
/) financed by ADB.

5. Canalimprovements

6. Implementation assistance and capacity
building.

In an ADB Report, the urban infrastructure
deficiencies in Kolkata, which have prompted
this project, have been outlined as follows:

In the project area, which comprises the south
suburban districts, or five boroughs, (XI,.XII,
XIILXIV, ) only 17% ‘of the population is
connected to a sewerage system.

Less than fifty percent of the area is covered by a

National Forum for Housing Rights, India , 31

Infrastructure development
works under the project would be. distributed
among various broad categories:

a. Sewerage and drainage involving lake
rehabilitation works.

b. Solid waste management, including civil
works for bio-medical waste and municipal
and hazardous waste disposal facilities.

¢. Slum improvement involvinglaying of water
pipelines; construction of water stand posts.

d. Constructionofsanitary works;



e. Other urban development works like
widening and realignment of access lanes,
electric lighting, realignment and lining of
drains, construction of water supply lines,

f. Canal rehabilitation, including pumping
stations, ridges and culverts,

One of the project components is the
improvement of 63 km of canals within the
mentioned Project Area. This will result in
resettlement of approximately 10850 persons
(2865 households and 380 shops) according to

preliminary survey by the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation surveys, back in 2000.

The 5 main canals chosen under the improvement
plan are TP + Lead canal,

well being of the people of Kolkata, especially the
poor, through improved sewerage and drainage,
solid waste management, slum improvements,
and canal rehabilitation". A stakeholder
consultative process, woven into every aspect of
the project will, ensures that the design is
responsive to and helps empower the
communities. This process also provides the
communities with the confidence to participate in
environmental decisions. that affect their
communities,

ADB's Involuntary Resettlement Policy 33
The objectives of the Bank's policy on involuntary
resettiement should be to:

i. Avoid involuntary resettlement where feasible;
and

Keorapukur, Nonikhalj,

canal.

Monitoring Consultants,
DHV, a Indo-Dutch
company, the KMC covers
the nucleus of the city: An
area of 187 square km
accommodating a

population of 4.5 million,
half of whom live in slums.

Churial and Intercepting fAccording to preliminaryﬁ\ ii. Minimize .resettlement

survey by the Kolkata
According to the Project “ Muriicipal Corporation one of
the project components is the
improvement of 63 km of
canals. This will result in
resettlement of approximately
10850 persons (2865
households and 380 shops).
J

where population
displacement is
unavoidable, and
ensure that displaced
people receive
assistance, preferably
under the project, so
that they would be at
least as well-off as they
would have been in the
absence of the project,

As these setiflements lack

basic city services, solid and

liquid waste easily accumulates, creating
unhygienic conditions and contaminating the
wells.

The pruject i8 a high-priority investment for the
government of West Bengal and supports the
government's aim of transferring responsibility
for urban management from the states to the
municipal administration. The project will
directly benefit about 190,000 slum dwellers.
Also, improved sewerage and drainage will be
available for 1.4 million people, and about 5
million people will benefit from better solid waste
management. The project will take 41/2 years.

On 4th May 2001, the opening statement at the
'The Mayors' Asia-Pacific Environmental
Summil' at Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, The
President of Asian Development Bank, Tadao
Chino mentioned that - "in 2000, ADB approved
the Calcutta Environmental Improvement
Project, which aims to improve the welfare and

as contemplated in the
following paragraphs.

34. Involuntary resettlement should be an
important consideration in projectidentification.

The three important elements of involuntary
resettlementare:

L Compensation for lost assets and loss of
livelihood and income,

ii, Assistance for relocation including provision
of relocation sites with appropriate facilities
and services, and

iii. Assistance for rehabilitation to achieve at
least the same level of well-being with the
projectas withoutit.

Some or all of these elements may be present in
projects involving involuntary resettlement. For
any project that requires relocating people,
resettlement should be an integral part of project

32 National Forum for Housing Rights, India
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design and should be dealt with from the earliest

stages of the project cycle, taking into account the

following basic principles:

i

iv,

.Involuntary resettlement should be avoided

where feasible.

Where population displacement is
unavoidable, it should be minimized by
exploring all viable project options.

If individuals or a community mustlose their
land, means of livelthood, social support
systems, or way of life in order that a project
might proceed, they should be compensated
and assisted so that their economic and

social future will generally be at least as

favorable with the project as without it.
Appropriate land, housing, infrastructure,
and other compensation, comparable to the
without project situation, should be
provided to the adversely affected
population, induding indigenous groups,
ethnic minorities, and pastoralists who may
have usufruct or customary rights to the
land or other resources taken for the project.

Any involuntary resettlement should, as far
as possible, be conceived and executed as a
part of a development project or program
and resettlement plans should be prepared
with appropriate timebound actions and
budgets. Resettlers should ‘be provided
sufficient resources and opportunities to
reestablish their homes and livelihoods as
soonas possible.

The affected peopleshould be fully informed

and dosely consulted on resettlement and
compensation ‘options. Where adversely
affected people are particularly vulnerable,
resettlement and compensation decisions
should be preceded by a soclal preparation
phase to build up the capacity of the
vulnerable people to deal with theissues.

Appropriate patterns of social organization
should be promoted, and existing social and
cultural institutions of resettlers and their
hosts should be supported and used to the
greatest extent possible. Reseftlers should be
integrated econvmically and socially into
host communities so- that adverse impacts
on host communities are minimized. One of

the effective. ways of achieving this
integration may be by extending
development benefits to host communities.

The absence of formal legal title to land by
some affected groups should not be a bar to
compensation, Affected persons entitled to
compensation and rehabilitation should be
identified and recorded as early as possible,

preferably at the project identification stage,

in order to prevent an influx of illegal
encroachers, squatters, and other
nonresidents who wish to take advantage of
such benefits. Particular attention should be
paid to the needs of the poorest affected
persons including those without legal title to
assets, female-headed households and other
vulnerable groups, such as indigenous
peoples, and appropriate assistance
provided tohelp them improve theirstatus. .

. The full costs of resettlement and

compensation, inciuding the costs of social
preparation and livelihood programs as
well as the incremental benefits over the
"without project" situation, should be
included in the presentation of Project costs
and benefits.

To better assure timely availability of
required resources and to ensure
compliance with involuntary resettlement
procedures during implementation, eligible
costs of resettlement and compensation may
be considered for inclusion in Bank loan
financing forthe project, if requested.

35, The Bank's support for projects requiring
significant involuntary resettlement should
include assistance to the government and other
projectsponsorsto

i

Adopt and implement the above -objectives
and principles of the Bank's policy oh
involuntary resettlement within their own

legal, po]icy, administrative and institutional

frameworks;

Build the capacity .of the government and
other project sponsors to effectively plan and
implement involuntary resettlement in the
projects; and

iii. Strengthen the DMC's capacities and macro
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frameworks for involuntary resettlement.

Where serious differences on major aspects
between project sponsors and affected persons
are evident, adequate time should be allowed for
the government and other project sponsors to
resolve these differences before the Bank commits
support for the project. If requested by the
government, the Bank should be prepared to
assist as appropriate. The government ard project
sponsors are responsible for resolving the
differences. :

36. For projects or programs involving
displacement of people and for projects that are
likely to encounter significant social resistance,
the social preparation of the adversely affected
persons and their communities into which they
will be resettled would be an important means to
obtain their cooperation for the project to
proceed.

For all public and private sector projects that
involwve significant involuntary resettlement, the
government and other project sponsors should be
assisted in preparing and submitting to the Bank,
before loan appraisal, a satisfactory resettlement
planwith time-bound actions and budgets.

Kolkata

The total population of Kolkata is 4.58 million of
which the official stum population is 1.49 million
which is 32.53% of the total population. The city
has the highest density with a population 0f 24760
persons per square km which points out to the
overall degraded and overcrowded and
congested living conditions within the city. A
sizeable rumber of the city's population is living
in slums, pavements, beside railway tracks,
bridges and canals.

Habitable land has not yet been made available to
the poor and working cdass people at an
affordable prize within the legal framework,
Work force participation for the total city
population is 37.6% while in the slums it is much
higher at 43.5% showing the need to survive
abject poverty through work.

Infact, the majority of workers in slums who are
under reported are women and children, who
must work to supplement the family's meager
income.

According to a survey conducted by the Kolkata
Metropolitan Development Authority, the
number of registered slum pockets in Kolkata in
1997 was 2011, number of squatter settlements
was 3500, and pavement dwellers was 1% of the
total population. The average area per person in
the Kolkata Municipal Area is 84 sq. ft, and about
49% of the total population lives in one-room
tenements. Provisions for housing the poor have
been badly implemented with the middle class
buying plots allocated for EWS and LIG housing,

Despite pro-poor policies and Acts such as the
Thika Tenancy Act, external funding based urban
slum and services' improvement projects, the
evolution of a MayorinCouncil for slum works in
thecity.

Thelack of political willin improving the plight of
the vulnerable section of the population, the lack
of accountability and transparency in the
Municipal structure and the Govt, the fate of more
than a million people has been deteriorating over
the years withrespect to their living conditions,

According to an official estimate, the average
annual additional need for housing in the
Calcutta Metropolitan Standard Urban Area
(CMSUA)is around 70.000 units while the annual
addition to housing stock has been in the range of
20,000 units. If this trend is allowed to remain
unchecked the gap between the need and supply
will gradually increase.

Any meaningful programme should aim at
providing shelter, espedially to the economically
weaker section, at a price that would be
affordable to the group.

Official estimates point out that the uncovered
slum population in the CMSUA is over 10.38
lakhs (as of 1990) and at per capita development
cost of Rs.1000, the total cost will be around Rs.104
crores. The uncovered refugee colony population
stands 7 lakhs and at per capita development cost
of Rs.1500, the total cost of around Rs.105 crores.
Presently, however, the investment needs of this
two section would now stand at around Rs.140 to
Rs.150croreseach,

Apart from this, the development cost- of squatter
settlers and pavement dwellers have been
estimated at Rs.25 crores and Rs.5 crores
respectively but this now stands at around Rs.50
crores presently.

The report has been released by the Asian Development Bank
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Presentation by Dr.K.Shanmugavelayutham

Is Legal Intervention the only Solution?

orcible evicons of slum and pavement

dwellers have become a routine strategy
utilised by Government for the beautification and
other development projects of the cities and
towns. Porceful evictions of many slum dwellers
are taking place every day. It is important to
understand how our Constitution and various
Courts have dealt with this issue and how the
Courts have interpreted the enforceability of
social rights specially the right to adequate
housing. In some : '

Government constituted a dozens teams,
comprising officials of the Public Works
Department, the Slum Cléarance Board and the
Police (The Hindu, Friday, Aug. 09, 2002).

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution:

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution provides the
right to life, which has been interpréted by the
Supreme Court to include the “right toshelter”.

In Francis Coralie Mulin vs. Union
Territory of Delhi (AIR

judgments the Supreme
Court has elaborated at
.great length on the right to
adequate housing, shelter
and livelihood as part of all
encompassing Right to Life
under Article 21 of the
Constitution. However, in
other recent cases, the most
shocking is that the Court

19818C746) ..

The Supreme Court held
“The question that arises is
whether the right to life is
limited only to protection of
limb or faculty, or does it go
further and embrace
something more. We
believe that the right to live
includes the right to live

has entirely failed to give

with human dignity and all

due recognition to this
right. Bviction of pavement
and slum dwellers is violation ofhuman nghl:s

Inhuman Evictions:

In the past, the eviction of slum dwellers used to
be comparatively peaceful which also included
taking away the dwellers belongings. But
nowadays, it is more violent with the presence of
the Armed Police who create fear psychosis
among the people. Bulldozers and tractors are
used and houses may even be set on fire. In the
process, women and young children are killed.
The life long hard work and earnings of people
have been destroyed. People who resisted the
demolition have been arrested and charge

sheeted only because they sought to retain a roof

over their heads. Most of the time no alternative
accommodation is provided. No compensation
neither to persons who have lost their home nor to
those who have hot been accommodated
anywhere. Like Military operation to evict
terrorists, to evict slum dwellers of 2,300 slum
families living on the edges for so many years of
the Buckingham Canal '‘Operation Eviction' is
carried out. For this 'Operation Eviction'

that goes along with it
namely, the bare necessaries of life such as
adequate nutrition, clothing, and shelter as well
as facilities for reading, wntmg and expressing
oneself”.

The Supreme Court has in several judgements
reiterated that the Right to life includes the Right
to Adequate Housing or Shelter. -

Olga Tellis and Ors vs. Bombay Municipal
Corporation

Olga Tellis, a journalist from Mumbai filed a
public interest writ in 1981 challenging the
demolition of the homes of the pavement:
dwellers by the Maharashtra Government. The
pavement dwellers asserted their right to live
under Article 21 of the Constitution of India. They
did not insist on staying on the pavements, rather
they said they had no place to go and were willing
to be relocated. They pleaded that since force
evictions threatened life itself, the home of those
subsisting below the poverty line should not be
demolished without prior notice and provisions
of alternative accommodation.

The Supreme Court accepted the proposition that

2
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pavement dwellers were undoubtedly subsisting
at or below the poverty line and that evictions
threatened life, however it was stated the
arguments relating to trespass and illegal
occupation were superior. The Supreme Court
dismissed the petition, The notion of 'squatter by
necessity' who is a destitute and who has no place
to go was apparently inconceivable and
incomprehensible in the Indianjurisprudence.

In Olga Tellis and Ors Vs. Bombay Municipal

Corporation held that the right to life under
Article 21 included that right to livelihood and
that the eviction of slum dwellers will lead to
deprivation of their livelihood and consequently
to the deprivation of their life. The Court held that
eviction would lead to deprivation of livelthood
and thus deprivation of life. It went on to say
further that no person has the right to encroach on
footpaths, pavements or any other place
earmarked for a public purpose. Thus it says that
forcible evicton is not unreasonable, but that it
must be according to procedure. '

In Olga Tellis case, the Supreme Court has said,
“The State may not by affirmative action, be
compellable to provide adequate means of
livelihood or work to the citizens. But, any person
whois deprived of their right to livelihood except
according to just and fair procedure established
by law can challenge the deprivation spaces. They
have been managing to continue to live so that
they are not deprived of their means of
livelihood”. To evict the slum dwellers without
notice is violation of principles of natural justice
and is arbitrary, unjust and unfair. The
fundamental grievance of the petitioners is that
the operations demolitions have been initiated
without the respondents first discharging their
constitutional and statutory obligations such as:

Evolving a proper need based Housing
Policy based on equal distributions of land
and Housing materials eliminating private
marketing and profiteering on land and
housing.

Evolving a fair, reasonable State plan for
organized industrial allocation and growth
around urban and rural areas, which will
produce distribution of population on a
rational basis and thus minimizing the
existing and avoiding future congestion in
urban areas.

Evolving appropriate rural employment
guarantees and measures based on land
distribution, maximum utilization of
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potentials, which will ensure maximum
employment throughoutthe year.

Bvolving plans for even and equal
distribution of land in urban areas for
purposes of demolitions were contrary not
only to the direction of the Supreme Couxrt
and in contempt of it, but in violation of its
own orders of the Government on the subject.

Serving Notice prior to Demolition:

“A person who is likely to be adversely affected
by a particular act should be informed about the
commission of such an Act and should be given
an opportunity to be heard” as was held by the
Supreme Court in the Olga Tellis Case
(ATR19865.C.180).

Romesh Chander v. Imtiaz Khan (1998) 4
SCC 760

This was a public petition on behalf of pavement
hawkers and squatters. It concerns the allotment
of gites to eligible squatters as per the Thareja
Committee.

Shatistar Builders Vs.
(AIR.1990.5C.360)

“Basic needs of man have traditionally been
accepted to be three: food, clothing and shelter,
The right of life is guaranteed in any civilized
society and that would take within its sweep, the
right to food, the right to clothing, and the right to
decent environment and a reasonable
accommodation to livein. The difference between
the need of an animal and a human being for
shelter has to be kept in view. For the animal it is
the bare protection of the body; for a humanbeing
it has to be a suitable accommodation which
would allow him to grow in every respect:
physical, mental and intellectual.”

Sanjay Gandhi National Park case:

Bombay Environmental Action Group (BEAG)
filed petition in 1995 in the Bombay High Court to
remove informal settlement dwellers
(encroachers) adjacent to the Sanjay Gandhi
National Park, to ensure protecton of 'the
environment and all its aspects’. In its judgement
on 7" May 1997, the Bombay High Court directed
the relevant authorities to evict persons from their
homes, pursuant to various wildlife protection
and comservation laws, effectively depriving
them of their livelihood. The Court summary
eviction order would eventually affect half a
million slum-dwellers, particularly disturbing
was the fact that the Court not only ordered this
mass eviction, but it explicitly ordered the

N.K. Totame



demolition of homes and the destruction fall
construction materials. On May 2000, Nivara
Hakk Suraksha Samiti appealed to the Supreme

Court for a stay order on evictions and payment’

of rehabilitation fees. The Court turned down
their plea.

Urban Slum Dwellers:

Justice has aggravated the illegal status of the
urban slim dwellers . that cannot afford to
purchase legality. B.N.Kirpal; ]J. Saying:
“Establishing or creating slums it seems, appears
tobe good business and is well organised ...Large
areas of public land, in this way, are usurped for
private use free of cost...The promise of free land,
at the taxpayers' cost, in place of a jhuggi, is a
proposal which attracts more land grabbers.
Rewarding an encroacher in publicland with free

Government will have the Iiberty to apply
to'this Court.

Writ petition No 12771/85 filed by the slum
dwellers of SalaimaNagar:

The Supreme Court stayed the demolition of
hutments whose occupants were in residence by
30-6-77. A later review petition filed by
Pennurimai Iyakkam extended this date to 30-6-
84. These two petitions follow the intent
established by the Slum Clearance Act and two
earlier G.O s that slum dwellers are entitled to
improvement of redevelopment of the land upon
which they reside and are eligible for lease-cum
sale agreements. They further imply that
evictions of slum dwellers should stop. G,O No.
1488 of the TN. Housing and Urban Development

alternate site is like giving a
reward to a pickpocket”.

K.Chandru and others
vs. State of Tamil Nadu
Full Bench of the Supreme
Courtin W.P. Nos. 8927 and
9380 of 1981 pronounced on
July 10, 1985 . (K.Chandru
and others vs. State of Tamil
Nadu) has stated the
following;

Department (3-11-88)

(The Supreme Court must calm ail"ws "(li“‘t 'ﬁe h“m‘sz{
upon the Gouvis that its b ek

decision of 'right tv life’
includes 'right to livelihood’
must give effect by
formulating & implementing
Housing programme before
\\‘fmy demolition takes place... )

before 30-6-84 will not be
disturbed without
providing alternate
-accommodation. It further
suggests that this revised
date for granting pattas
stands at 30-6-84. “The
number of slum dwellers to
// be provided with house

Since Madras has a -

late monsoon, we direct that the pavement
dwellers in the city will not be evicted
before December 31, 1985.The State
Government will do its .best to provide
alternative accommodation to those
amongst them who are to show that they
were living on pavements before June 30,
1977..In so far as the slum dwellers are
concerned, the counter-affidavits filed on
behalf of the respondents contain an
assurance that is the policy of the State
Government not to evict such of them as
were Hving in the slums prior to June 30,
1977 without providing alternate
accomunodation to them. That assurance
will bind the Government, In 50 far as the
other slum dwellers are concerned, they
too will not evicted before December
31,1985 unless the land on which any slum
stands is required by the State Government
for an urgent public purpose. In the event
that becomes necessary to evict any of the
slum dwellers belonging to this category
prior to December 31,1985, the State

sites is overwhelming” and
it is absolutely impossible to provide all of them
with alternate house sites”. These statements
represent significant steps backwards from the
previous G.O.s which reaffirm slum dwellers
rights to land pattas as given in the TN Slum
Clearance Act, 1971; which explicitly states that
all steps will be taken to acquire land upon which
slum dwellers reside for purposes of turning it
overto them.

Bharathi Salai Residentis Welfare
Association vs. Government of Tamil Nadu
Originally, the SRM Dental College filed a writ
petition for directons to the Government to
remove all the encroachments between the entire
stretch of Bharathi Salai and Thiruvalluvar Salai
in Ramavaram. The Bharathi Saiai Residents
Welfare Association filed a petition for a direction
to the Government to issue patta to its members,
who claimed that they were in possession of the
area for more than 10 years. While the writ
petitions were pending the Government offered
to allot' an alternate site to the association
members in Eri Poromboke in Ramavaram

o
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subject to the condition that they should vacate
the disputed area on September 10, 2001, the
association accepted the offer. A single judge
dismissed both the petitions with a direction to
the Government to allot the alternate site to the
association members demarcating the plots on or
before September 19, 2001. The association
preferred the present appeal contending that the
alternate site was not suitable and that there was
no adequate space to accommodate all its
members. Moreover, the site had been marked for
the formation of the metro rail project “If
encroachment of public land by poor is bad,
illegal occupation of such and rich people and
institutions would be worse,” the Bench
comprising Chief Justice B.Subhashan Reddy and
Justice K.P.Sivasubramaniam said (City Express
Chennai, Thursday,

_olla Wrkbop Repor

———Y

repeatedly was but to compel the Government to
allot the land in their favour, which could not be
tolerated. (The Hindu, Friday, December, 2000
P.5)

Reasons ‘given by authorities for public
purposesforforced evictions:

¢ CleanCity :

*  Orderly growth.

¢ Development Projects

» Theland in question has not been declared as
a slum area under 3(10) of the T.N.Slum
Clearance Act, 1971.

Metro Rail Project. .

For establishing aschooland a playground.
Secretariat Staff housing colony.

To ensure movement of men and machinery
for clearing silt and

February 7, 2002 of The
New Indian Express).

The Nethaji Nagar Hut
Dwellers Welfare
Association vs,.
Government of Tamil
Nadu

The Nethaji Nagar Hut
Dwellers Welfare

trangporting it.

. Clean up the
waterways,

. Beantification of the
waterways.

o Tennis stadium.

Provisions of alternate
accommodation:
The slum dwellers have

been divided up into

Association, Thoraipakkam
South of Chennai, claimed
to be in occupation of a 11.89 acre site in the
village for the past six years, When sought to be
evicted as encroachers in 1996, the association
filed a writ petition that they should not be
disturbed. At that stage, the Government had
allotted the land to the TN. Secretariat Housing
Society, the Slum Clearance Board and the TN.
Housing Board. Justice Jagadeesan said that
admittedly, the Association members were
trespassing on Government land. As the
landowner, there could be no doubt that the
government had the power to dispose of the land.
Merely because of illegal occupation of the land,
the association could not derive any right to
challenge the government action, as the residents
had nolegal right to squat on public property. The
court's earlier direcion (to consider their
representation) did not confer any right to them.,
If it were constructed that they had no right, it
would amount to giving a premium or the
unlawful act of trespass; end it could send a
wrong signal to law-abiding citizens. The hut
dwellers' attempt of approaching the court

eligible and ineligibles. The
‘eligible' was given very small flats at Okkiam
Thoraipakkam i.e. 25 KM far away from thecity.

The ‘ineligibles' are thrown out and not
considered by State Policy. The policies of
alternate accommodation because it nullifies the
previous GOs and special petitions do not
emphasize evictions of slum dwellers. Finally a
Judgement on 12-6-88 nullifies the stay on
evictions the two earlier leave petitions
established and mandates that alternate
accommodation be provided for slum dwellers,
ensuring that as “far is practically possible, the
place of resettlement of slum dwellers is within a
reasonable distance from the related
employment.” No specific criteria are established
for what constitutes “reasonable distance” from
place of employment.

Reasons given by the Judgements to
support forced evictions:

o Slumsare anuisance.

e  Slum dwellers areencroachers.

¢ Slum dwellers are unlawful act of trespass.
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¢ Slums are created through a deliberate
flouting of law, i.e. by not opting for legal
housing.

o The Scale of the occupation of land is such
that the Government considers it a 'menace’.
Hence, the need for speedy action on
unauthorized occupiers and abettor to the

development of stums.

e Alternate site to the slum dwellers is like
giving a reward toa pickpocket.

s Point of time when the slum dwellers came
into the city. '

s Publicpurpose.

. Public Purpose

Often evictions and denial of land to the slum
dwellers takes place allegedly for “public

purpeses”. Many times “Public purposes” has .

been utilised to the visible disadvantages of the
urban poor. The choice and location of a public
purpose is left again to the arbitrary whims and
biased planners and policymakers. It is therefore
demanded that no choice be made without

consulting the affected people concerned. Judicial

reviewisno remedy and no solution.

Implication from various judgements:

What does the right to housing ultimately mean
for the slum dwellers, which are being forcefully
evicted arbitrarily every day? Is this right, a
distinct enforceable, justiclable human right
whichslum dwellers can demand from the State if
not fulfilled? Or it will depend on.the whims and
'fancies of our esteemed Judges to interpret this
right sensitively

Thesejudgements obviously hold nd meaning for
a Government that has ceased to consider the
slum dwellers as citizens with equal rights. Even
if favourable orders are given, non-
implementation of orders is a big problem. It
shows that the 'Law' may be one means but

certainly not the definite route to social justice to

slum dwellers.

Immediate Demands:

s  Stopalldemolitions and evictions forthwith.

e Appeal to the Supreme Court to constitute a
larger Bench to review decision in the Slum
and Pavement dwellers Case. '

e The Supreme Court must call upon the
Governments that its decision of 'right Lo life'
includes right to livelihood' must give effect

by formulating and implementing Housing
programme before any demolition takes
place.

o Provide alternate housmg at the same place
or in the vicinity and give adequate
compensation for those evicted and rendered
houseless. :

¢ -Issue ownership nghts to all urban poor, in
respect of the sites / shelters made available. .

Conclusion: ‘

Eviction is the greatest threat to most existing
slum dwellers since it means loss of cheap
affordable housing at a,gonvenient location, loss
of livelihood -and los¥vof an interdependent
community lifestyle. Porced evictions are taking
place in almost all the cities in large scale. Forced
eviction of slum dwellers is a significant issue,
and the demands include recognition not only of
shelter, land and monetary compensation, but
also of livelihood. To get this demand the Legal
Intervention is not the solution. Only grass root
level mobilization of people and civil
disobedience are the answers for the forced
evictons,
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Presentation by Ishwar Singh Dost
Optimizing Media Support

NIedia can influence to project our objectives for sensitizing the masses on the
injustice and inhuman actions relating to forced eviction crimes. The role of the
mainstream media as well as alternative media is to bring knowledge on the plights of the
poor; also specific and concrete attempts must be made to disseminate meaningful data
and statistics for dispelling wrongful notions of slum dwellers, which are manufactured
by the authorities. Relevant tips for effective use of the media is to prepare a list of
journalists and media persons who are having prior experience in this sector and persons
who are sensitive to the causes of the poor must.be disseminated with information.
Relations must be cultivated with municipal authorities, the police, local leaders, slum
dwellers groups and NGOs to consolidate solidarity and for gathering in-depth
information and statistics. Regular features must be carried out in the leading dailies on
eviction crimes and the habitat plight of urban poor inhabitents. When mass evictions
occur, press conferences should be called and community persons who are the victims of
forced evictions must be given the chance to speak out before the press.

TV discussion programmes and talk shows on sium demolitions can expose the pathetic
situation'within the slums to generate public outrage and sympathy rather than scorn and
suspicion on the poor sections. Media sensitization camp must be carried out on urban
land issues to ensure a meaningful coverage of the events. On the use of alternative media,
exhibitions with shock value and disseminating information through songs, street plays
etc. is very important not only to create awareness but also campaign solidarity, so that
local authorities are accountable for perpetuating forced eviction crimes. Ishwar Singh
Dostin his presentation elaborated the following points:

Agenda Setting liberalization:
) Improved technology

* f;;ﬁ » Extendingliteracy
° Polic ¢  Better purchasing power of new consumer
¢ Policy class |
Approaches tomedia ¢ TVadvertisingand new media market
s  Anelitistbourgeois construct * Page- 3 culture, fashion parade, beauty
» Degeneration of media contest, aggressive consumerism, leisure
* Mediashould play anactivistrole items and holidays (vehicles for attracting
* Question of ownership (corporate sector, advertisements)

political parties, the government- their own But

mec!ium of mass Lommumu;\iuon, I\TGOS, » Mediaisnotideological machi

:lcuonﬁvgeﬁdl;:') oppressed sections- e Journalistsare not Jists
¢ Ideological background of journalists : %"f’ugllf acy] ogw

(working condition +sodal consciousness) e Defénseofpublicrights
Media after Globalization (1990s) e  Clarity ofinfo.
o Media as beneficiary of process of e  Responsibility in forming public opinion

e
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o Freeand self-regulated

Source of media power lies in its ability to
be selective _ '
"Systematic over-accessing to the media of those
in powerful and privileged institutional positions
" + minorities marginalized, ignored or
stigmatized

Sourcesofnews

o Routine channels (A- Primary definers of
news- government, police, judiciary,

» B-Press release, conference...NGOs,
advocacy groups...

»  In many cases hard pressed, deunionised,
demoralized, and poorly paid journalists rely
on press releases, promotional materials and
official versions)

s Storyplanting
Long working hours,
many beats-less time to
spend on stories...have
to dostories on phone

e PRO often experienced
former journalists
becomes more reliable
sources of news

Sites of intervention:

o Every media faces deadlines; media are
biased towards eatly release of info.

‘e Hungry media need fast food (providing
prepackaged material to the media increases
the chance of coverage / inclusion of
organisation's viewpoint)

e Using 'Pack journalism': tendency of
reporters to follow each other in ‘packs'...If
news agency lists an event in its daily
calendar, the media will be afraid not to cover
it... If a -respected journalist or an elite
medium covers an issue, others will follow...
journalists check with 'pack leaders' to define
thelead story orissue for the day.

» Picture makes the story, not just bites. Every
story needs tobe planned visually. '

o Thepresence of celebrity.

o Exclusiveinterviews withinfluential figures

TECHNICALREQUIREMENT

- Photographers and TV camera crew requires
adequate light, proper facilities to
accommodate sound and a good vantage

During mass evictions press
conferences must be called and
community persons who are
the victims must be given the
chance to speak out...

point for filming or witnessing events
s  Betterbackground forbite-frames.

Do's and Don'ts for TV Interviewing and
discussions

DON'T

¢ Usejargons

¢ Blind audience with statistics

¢ Swear

¢ Say 'nocomments'

e Raise fresh, extraneousissues

¢ Confuse the viewers by raising many issues
e Looseyourcool .

DO

« Speak firmly, yet conversationally

o Avoidirritating mannerism ‘

¢ Send news release in
'ready to go' format,
including an ‘inverted
pyramid style' narrative
structure

e Schedule the press
conference at
convenient time

s Provide prior stories on
topic, either from own
or other media (archive, news files, internet)

e Provide regularly organizationally produced
documents of many kinds: reports, surveys,
letters, findings, proceeding, research papers,
agendas. '

e 'Off the records' relationship with
reporters...providing otherinfo.. ‘

¢ Createstoryidea.

STRATEGY
News

e Features/Articles/TV Discussions/Talk-
shows

Media Pellowships

Mass Communication Institutes

Media Workshops

List of Sensitized Journalists

Alternative Media ‘

Improving the quality of bulletins, small
magazines

Asalink between mass media and movement
ExploringRadio

M. Ishwarsingh Dost is a freelance journalist and has worked in print and televison media,
M. Dost is also associated with social movements
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Presentation

Dunu Ro
Alliance Building Strategies

his note is a reflection on the Sajha Manch

process and activities in Delhi with regard to
the shelter for the working population. (The Sajha
Manch is an alliance of about 40 organizations in
Delhi who are working with various sections such
as slum dwellers, residents of unauthorized
colonies and resettlement colonies, rickshaw
pullers, auto drivers, vendors and hawkers, daily
wagers, industrial workers, rag-pickers, women,
children, and handicapped persons.) Here we will
not describe the process in any detail, but just
come up with some issues and concerns that may
lead towards thinking up newer strategies.
The Delhi Master Plans
have provided for adequate
land and housing for thelast .
forty years and the Sajha
Manch has clearly shown
that those provisions aren't
enough for housing all the
working population in
Delhi.
There has, however, been
no effort by the authorities and concerned
agencies to actually acquire and develop the land
as well as provide it for housing. Hence, the
working population has been forced to "encroach"
on vacant private and public land and somehow
constructits own shelter,
The denial of housing rights to this population
appears to be a deliberate effort on the part of the
state, so that by keeping them in an "illegal" state,
the land can at any time be acquired for another
more profitable purpose. Hence, the
interpretation of "public" purpose itself is anti-
people. .
This interpretation has been strengthened by
various judicial orders which are progressively
denying the working people their fundamental
rights under the guise of "clean environment”.
Furthermore, there is no imperative for the
Political Parties to intervene on behalf of the
people because they are under severe pressure
from the forces of international capital.

This is accompanied by a growing political

' Though Delhi Master Plan has
reserved land for the urban
poor, but the available land
has not been transfered to (e
urban poor inhabitants.

assertion by the middle class for its own "rights"
and the rising tide of consumerism being
promoted by globalization. Globalization also
encourages the privatisation of public goods, thus
increasingly denying the working people access
toall civic services.

Globalization also deepens the economic crises for
the people through shrinking employment and
greater exploitation, particularly for women and
children. This crisis is accompanied by a
weakening of sacial ties and solidarity amongst
theindividualised working families.

Thus, working people are not only being evicted
from their homes, they are
also being evicted from
their work, their space, their
routes of travel, their access
to civic services, and their
identity as citizens.

Hence, the need emerges, as
demonstrated by the
experience of the Sajha
Manch, of a larger federation of organisations of
the working people which not only addresses the
issue of eviction, but develops a challenge to the
changing order being promoted by global forces.
The experience of the Sajha Manch then also raises
the following questions that are of crucial
importance &6 the emergence of new strategies for
the working people:

How is such an alliance to be builtand sustained?
How does it-expand to bind more organisations
intoaloose federation?

How can it encourage new organisations to come
up where none existed before?

What will be the politics and structure of such a
federation?

How can it mobilise support from a wider middle
class audience, including the media, the
professionals, and thejudiciary?

How can the theory of such an organisation grow
in step with its practice? In order words how does
itemerge from the working people themselves?

Mr. Dvnu Roy heads Hazard Centre, New Delhi and has pioneered in forming Sajha Manch. He is an eminent scholar involved with the
peopie's rovenents,
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Australia
Depi.ka Sherchan

India
.Bhopal
1 Ishwar Singh Dost,

Chennai

2 Dr. K. Shanmuga
Velayutham

3 K Kumari

4 K. Saraswati

5  Padmavathy P

Coimbatore
6 R. Shyamala

Howrah
7  Abhijit Dutta

8 Chandarpal Balmiki
9 Ender Balmiki

10 Gopal Balmiki
11 Gugucharan

12  Jitandra Balmiki

13  Krishan Balmiki

14  Nerendra Balmiki
15  Raju Balmiki

16 Suresh Hela -
17  Tarawali Balmiki

Il||-

Centre on Housing Rights & Evictions
(COHRE), P.O. Box 1160, Collingwood
vic Australia,

People's Research Society, M4, Nirala
Nagar, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal—462003

*

Chennai Slum Dwellers Rights

-Movement, Loyola College, Chennai-34

Joint Women's Programme, Chennai-113

Joint Women's Frogramme, No. 2,
Pandian Street, Tharamani, Chennai-113

Good Shepherd Convent, Mottukal, No.
32, College Road, Chennai-6

Pennurimai Iyakkam, Off: A-5 Bharath
Iar University Quarters, Coimbatore-
641046; Res: E/35, MMDA Colony,
Arumbakkam, Chennai-106 Phone: 044
23631662, Chennai

‘Manabadhikar Suraksha Moncha-

(MASUM), 26, Guiterod Lane, Howrah
Belilous Park, Howrah
Belilious Park, Howrah
Belilious Park, Howrah

'HWH. D.F., HWH, Howrah *

Belgachia, Howrah

Manabadhikar Suraksha Moncha
(MASUM), Belilious Park, Howrah
Belgachia, Howrah

Manabadhikar Suraksha Moncha
(MASUM), Belilious Park, Howrah

: Belilious Park, Howrah

Belilious Park, Howrah.
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Tel: 61.3.94177505, Email:
cohreasia@cohre.org

Tel: 0755-2774757; Mobile:
9425028041, Email:
ishwar_dost@rediffmail.com

Tel: 044-28175659, Email:
ksvelayutham@yahoo.com
Tel: 044-22435660

Tel: 044-28241933

Tel: Res: Coimbatore: 0422
2422030 Office: Chennai: 044
23631662, Email:
shyamali@etn.net

Tel: 26508700, Email:
kirity25@vsnl.riet

Tel: 26508700
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Hyderabad

18 B, Chandra Prakash

19  Bharath

20 Indra

2] ). Yohagiris

22 M. Satya N arayana

22 M.D. Ashfaq

24 Mukesh Kumar Dubey

25  Mukesh Kumar Dubey
Narsingh Rao

27  S.Lakshmi

28  Shahanaz

Indore

29  Anend Lakhan

30 Arti Kushwah

31  Arun Ambore

32  AshaSalvi

33  AshaWagh

34  AshokSalvi

35  Baby Sonone

36  Baliram Tayade

37 Bhawana Patel

38  Ganesh Narayan
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Campaing for Housing and Tenurial Tel: 040-24748018

Rights (CHATRI), Hyderabad:

Action Aid, AP Regional Office, Tel: 040-55315414, Fmail:
Hyderabad rohyd@actionaidindia.org,
bharathiy@yahao.co.in

Campaing for Housing and Tenurial Tel: 040-24748018
Rights (CHATRI), 4-6-509, Esamia Bazar,
Koti, Hyderabad-27

Campaing for Housing and Tenurial
Rights (CHATRI), Hyderabad

Centre for Awareness Implementation &
Development (C-AID), 3-59/1, L.B.
Nagar, Hyderabad

Campaing for Housing and Tenurial
Rights (CHATRI) , Hyderabad-27

Centre for Awareness Implementation &
Development (C-AID), 3-59/1, L.B.
Nagar, Hyderabad

C-AID, Hyderabad

Tel: 040-24748018

Tel: 040-9849583404

Tel: 040-24748018

Tel: 040-24122163, 9885230855

Tel: 9885230855

Asara Abhiyan, Hyderabad Tel: 040-24748018

Action Aid, AP Regional Office, Tel: 040-55315414
Hyderabad

Campaing for Housing and Tenurial Tel: 040-24748018
Rights (CHATRI), 4-6-509, Esamia Bazar,

Koti, Hyderabad

Deenbandhu Samajik Sanstha, 3, Usha  Tel: 0731-2788884,

Nagar Main, Annapurna Road, Indore-9 9425075139, Email:
dbss@sancharnet.in

Asra Vikas Mahila Mahasangh, Indore  Tel: 0731-2421842, Email:
asaravikas@rediffmail.com

Ramabai Nagar, Indore

Ramabai Nagar, Indore

Suryadev Nagar Sudhar Samiti, Suryadev

Nagar, Indore

Ramabai Nagar, Indore

Deenbandhu Samajik Sansthe, 3, Usha  Tel: 0731-2788884, 2788340,
Nagar Main, Annapurna Road, Indore-9 Email: dbss@sancharnet.in

Annabhau Sathe Nagar, Indore
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Publications

Eviction WatchIndia

EWI was released at the Asian Social Foram, Hyderabad on January 2003, The repert
gives a-detail findings of an enquiry into large scaleforced evictions in seven major cities
of India: Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Indore.
The report also includes Acts and Regulations on tenure rights, a critical review of the
National Stum Policy draft and International Covenants. It draws on wvarious legal and
. ethical maxims to exhort the central, state and local governmments to abide by
. international and national laws and cease the-practice of darced evictions. The report
concludes with a series of recommendations for the amelioration of the dismal housing

5.
tay condition of India's urban poor.

Published in January 2003. Price: Rs.125/-

Habitational Justice for Ali -
BB | The Chennai National Workshop was organized on 24th to 26th January 2003.
Habitational Justice for All is a detail workshop report and the participants also

had released Chennai Declaration. This workshop was hosted by Chennai Slum

Dwellers Rights Movement.
Published in June 2003. Price: Rs.406/-

People’'s Charter on

= ; Housing Rights-
- | A fourteen points
B charter was released on
W ase s April 14th, 2004 in
it et Hyderabad in

o consultation with civil

Poverty & Vulnerability in Indore
The - report contains a detailed
analysis on the poverty and
vulnerability in Indore including
the mapping of all urban poor
setilements in-a communicable and
verifiable form. =

........';... society groups for the The research report also
T demands on housing recommends future course of action
& the urban poor during to mitigate poverty and =i
b i = the General Election vulnerability. i
B 2004. e
Published in April Published in August1955.
2004. Price: Rs. 50/- Price:Rs. 200/-
; Send your subscription to:

Combat Law Publications Pvt. Ltd.

Engineer House, 4th Floor, 86, Bombay Samachar Marg,
Mumbai 400023 Tel: 267 7385, 267 6680

Email: editor@combetlaw.org Website:
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R XY Demolishing : j:
z . homes of the urban poor | '

IS a crime against
_"humanity’
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~ Strategics o Combat Forced Evictions is a detail workshop report of
- consultations, discussions, strategies anit paper presentations on housing rights
. Mg, issues by the participants at the Kolkata National Housing Rights workshop. The
S — ' 3 workshop was held on the 1st to 3rd of November 2003, at Nikita Don Bosco, focused ___ §
. on - developing new sirategies to combat forced evictions, The meeting was attended 4 i
- "'"-i‘""h.. by 113 participants from all over the country. The workshop was orgamised by g
i ) National Forum for Housing Rights, India (NFHR), in collaboration with Human - I
i v Rights Law Network, New Delhi. e
- - g
o = Nationsl Forum is a national network of independent organizations in ndia on 4y . o
- housing rights. The forum actively campaigns against the practice of forced evictions = -
«'—r:‘ | and advocstes the provision of residential land to the working class populution in ﬁ'
b ». urban centres. The principal objective of NFHR is to strengthen organisations and \
. 1 - = consolidate solidarity among different housing rights groups in India. I
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