


Time  Session Speaker 

10:00 - 10:15 Introduction to HRLN and Bread 

for the World Project 

Rachana Mudraboyina, HRLN 

resource person 

10:15 - 10:45 Housing rights Rachana Mudraboyina, HRLN 

resource person 

10:45 - 11:30 Sharing the Experience of Sex 

worker community on housing 

rights 

Mrs.Easwaramma founding 

member, Vanitha Maithri Public 

Welfare Society(VMPWS), sex 

worker CBO, Karimnagar, 

Telangana 

11:30 - 12:00 Tea Break   

12:00- 12:30 Sharing the Experience of 

Transgender community on 

housing rights 

Mr.Shiva Kumar founding 

member, Chetana, LGBT CBO, 

Karimnagar, Telangana 

12:30 – 01:30 Discussion and 

Recommendations 

Facilitation by  Rachana 

Mudraboyina, HRLN & Neethu 

Nampally, Advocacy Officer, 

SAATHI 

01:30 onwards Lunch follows   

M E E T I N G  O N  H O U S I N G  R I G H T S  W I T H  T R A N S G E N D E R  A N D   

S E X  WO R K E R  C O M M U N I T Y,  K A R I M N AG A R ,  T E L A N G A N A  
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S E S S I O N  3 :  S H A R I N G  T H E  E X P E R I E N C E  O F  W O R K I N G  W I T H  

T R I B A L  W O M E N  

 S ess io n  1 :  Int roduc t i on  to  HRLN and  Bread  for  the  Wor ld  Pro ject  –   
 Human R ights  law Network :  Rachana  exp la ine d  about  HRLN that  i s  a  

co l lec t ive  o f  Ind ian  law yers  and  soc ia l  ac t iv i s t s  who prov ide  lega l  
support  to  the  vu lnerab l e  and  d i sadva nta ge d  sect ion s  o f  soc iety.  I t  
works  on  ch i ld  r ights ,  d i sab i l i t i e s  r ights ,  r i ghts  o f  peop le  l i v ing  wi th  
HIV/AI D S ,  pr i soners ’  r i ghts ,  refugee  r ights ,  r i ghts  o f  ind igen o u s  
peop le ,  worker  r ights  and  r ights  o f  the  minor i t ie s  and  peop le  who 
have  faced  or  sub ject  to  sexua l  v io lence  among  others .  

 HRLN i s  a  pro ject  o f  the  S oc io -L e ga l  Informat i o n  C entre  (S L IC ) .  S L IC  
i s  a  non  –  p rof i t  lega l  a id  and  educat i o n  organ izat i o n ,  wh ich  
prov ides  f ree  lega l  ass i sta nc e  to  peop le  who lack  the  capac i ty  to  
approach  courts  for  redress .  S L IC  f i les  more  than  100  pet i t i o n s  each  
year  to  protect  the  hea l th ,  d ign i ty,  and  r ights  o f   Ind ia ’s  c i t i zens .  
S L IC  i s  one  of  the  countr y ' s  l a rgest ,  most  ac t ive  lega l  human r ights  
programs and   reproduct ive  r ights  un i t .  S L IC  i s  a l so  an  
impleme nt i n g  par tner  o f  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  H igh  C ommiss i on er  for  
Refugees .  As  a   non -pro f i t  non -gover n me nta l  organ izat io n ,  HRLN 
star ted  in  1989  as  a  smal l  g roup  of  concerned  law yers  and  soc ia l  
ac t iv i st s  f rom Bombay.  T he  team was  led  by  C o l in  Gonsa l ve s , ,  a  
publ i c  interest  l aw yer.  Today,  HRLN i s  cons idere d  the  countr y ’s  
l ead ing  pub l i c  interest  l aw group  and  has  a  nat ionwi d e  network  o f  
more  than  200  law yers ,  para lega l s ,  and  soc ia l  ac t iv i s t s  spread  
across  26  states/ U n i o n  Terr i tor ie s .  

 HRLN i s  a l so  the  parent  body  of  the  Ind ian  Peop le ’s  Tr ibuna l  ( IPT ) ,  
a lso  ca l led  the  Ind ian  Peop le ' s  Tr ibuna l  on  Env i ronm enta l  and  
Human R ights  or  Indepe nd e nt  Peop le ' s  Tr ibuna l .  S et  up  in  June  
1993,  IPT  i s  an  unoff i c i a l  pane l  led  by  ret i red  judges  who conduct  
pub l i c  inqu i r ie s  into  human r ights  and  env i ronm enta l  abuses .  I t  
p rov ides  an  a l ternate  out let  for  the  v i c t ims  faced  wi th  o f f i c ia l  
obstruc t io n  and  de lays  in  the  de l i ver y  o f  just i ce .  IPT  conduct s  
invest i gat io n s  into  cases  o f  re locat io n  of  rura l  peop le  to  make  way  
for  dams or  parks ,  ev ic t io n  of  s lum dwel lers ,  industr ia l  po l lu t i o n  
and  communal  or  state - s p on s ored  v io lence .  
 



S E S S I O N  1 :  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  H R L N  A N D  B R E A D  F O R  T H E  
W O R L D  P R O J E C T   

 In  2003,  HR LN was  awarded the  Mac Ar thur  Award  for  Creat ive  
and Ef fect ive Inst i tut ions  for  i t s  contr ibut ions  to  reproduct ive 
r ights  advocacy  in  Ind ia .  

 Act iv i t ies  o f  HR LN   
 1. Lega l  a id  and publ i c  interest  l i t i gat ion  
 2.  HR LN of fers  pro -bono lega l  ser v ices  to  those  wi th  l i tt le  or  no  

access  to  the  just i ce  system,  and runs  a  he lp l ine  for  people  
seek ing  such  he lp .  I t  a l so  conducts  l i t i gat ion  in  the  publ i c  
interest .  Law yers  o f  HR LN  take  up  cases  in  the  lower  courts  as  
wel l  as  the  Supreme Court   and var ious  state  H igh  Courts   

 3.  Lega l  educat ion  
 HRLN prov ides  t ra in ing  through severa l  avenues  and a l so  t ra ins  

young  law yers .  HR LN  a l so  per iod ica l l y  publ i shes  ' know your  
r ights '  mater ia l .  The  group a l so  prov ides  opportunit ies  for  
internsh ips  and scho larsh ips  and organizes  countr y -wide  
seminars ,  workshops ,  and t ra in ing  courses ,  such  as  para lega l  
cer t i f i cate courses .   

 4. Advocacy  
 HR LN works  to  increase  publ i c  awareness  through research  and 

d i sseminat ion  o f  informat ion  on v io lat ions  and ant i -poor  
po l i c ies .  HR LN  has  formulated laws  and po l i c ies  aga inst  ch i ld  
sexua l  abuse ,  aga inst  communal  cr imes,  and for  the  r ight  to  
food and work.   

 5. Invest igat ions ,  moni tor ing ,  and cr i s i s  response  
 6. HR LN conducts  fact - f ind ing  miss ions  to  moni tor  and document  

cases  o f  v io lat ions .  I t  a l so  deploys  cr i s i s - intervent ion  teams  and 
makes  sure  that  these  cases  take  the  form of  pet i t ions  in  court .   

 7. Publ i cat ions  
  

 



S E S S I O N  1 :  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  H R L N  A N D  B R E A D  F O R  T H E  
W O R L D  P R O J E C T   

 T h e  B r e a d  f o r  t h e  W o r l d  P r o j e c t  :   

 T h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  l a w ,  p u b l i c  
p o l i c y  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w  f o r  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  r i g h t s  a n d  
e n t i t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  1 1  S t a t e s  o f  I n d i a ,  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d  m a r g i n a l i s e d  
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  I n d i a .  T h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  i n d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p s  
o f  p e o p l e  a s  b o t h  d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t  b e n e f i c i a r i e s :   

 1 .  D a l i t s  a n d  o t h e r  m a r g i n a l i s e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  
j u s t i c e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e i r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  r i g h t s  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  
e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
s u b j e c t e d  t o  a t r o c i t i e s  a n d  e x t r e m e  f o r m s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  
w e l f a r e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s c h e m e s .   

 2 .  T r i b a l  a n d  n o m a d i c  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  d  f o r e s t  r i g h t s ,  d e p l e t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a f f e c t i n g  l i v e l i h o o d s  a n d  
e x c l u s i o n  f r o m  w e l f a r e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s c h e m e s .   

 3 .  R e l i g i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s  w h o  a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  s o c i a l  e x c l u s i o n  a n d  c o m m u n a l  
v i o l e n c e ,  l y n c h i n g ,  e x c l u s i o n  f r o m  w e l f a r e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s c h e m e s .   

 4 . H u m a n  R i g h t s  D e f e n d e r s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  
w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  o n  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  m a r g i n a l i s e d  p e r s o n s  a n d  a c c e s s  
t o  j u s t i c e  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  s u b j e c t  t o  a  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  b y  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s i l e n c e  
v o i c e s  o f  d i s s e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  i l l e g a l  a r r e s t s ,  d e t e n t i o n ,  t e r m i n a t i o n s  a n d  i n  
s o m e  c a s e s  v i o l e n c e .   

 5 . W o m e n ,  m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t r a f f i c k i n g ,  d i s t r e s s  m i g r a t i o n ,  
v i o l e n c e  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .   

 6 .  C h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  i n  t h e  J u v e n i l e  J u s t i c e  S y s t e m ,  b o t h  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d  o f  
c a r e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  l a w .   

 7 .  W o r k e r s  a n d  u n i o n s  w h o  a r e  k e p t  a w a y  f r o m  a c c e s s i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  
r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  a d e q u a t e  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  b e n e f i t s .   

 8 . P e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t y  w h o  a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  s o c i a l  e x c l u s i o n  a n d  d e n i a l  o f  
r i g h t s  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  l i v e l i h o o d s ,  c a r e  a n d  s h e l t e r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  
a b a n d o n m e n t ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  v i o l e n c e .  

 T h e  s e c o n d  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v e s  S t a t e  L e v e l  C o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  
C o l l a b o r a t i v e  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s k i l l - b a s e d  t r a i n i n g  f o r  
y o u n g  l a w y e r s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s  o n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  
l a w y e r s ,  a c t i v i s t s ,  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  
u n i o n s ,  j u d g e s ,  c o l l e c t i v e s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  r i g h t s  b a s e d  g r o u p s  i n  a  
t h r e e - f o l d  s t r u c t u r e .   

 



 R a c h a n a  h a s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  T h e  r i g h t  t o  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y  
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i f e  b y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o m m u n i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  I n d i a .  D e s p i t e  h a v i n g  e n s c o n c e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h o u s i n g  
a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  r i g h t  t o  h u m a n  d i g n i t y ,  r i g h t  t o  e q u a l i t y ,  s o c i a l  a n d  
e c o n o m i c  r i g h t s ,  t h e  b a s i c  p r o v i s i o n s ,  w h i c h  f o r m  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  r i g h t  t o  
h o u s i n g  a r e  b l a t a n t l y  v i o l a t e d  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  
i n i t i a t i v e  i s  t o  m o n i t o r  a n d  s t o p  i l l e g a l  o r  f o r c e d  e v i c t i o n s ,  a n d  n e t w o r k  w i t h  
o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  e v o l v e  a  j o i n t  a c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  e n s u r i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
H o u s i n g .  

 R i g h t  t o  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  b a s i c  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a t  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i n  v a r i o u s  i n s t r u m e n t s  l i k e  U D H R ,  I C E S C R ,  C E D A W ,  C R C ,  
C E R D  e t c .  w h i c h  a r e  v e r y  c r u c i a l  f o r  I n d i a .  I n d i a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a l s o  
g u a r a n t e e d  n u m b e r  o f  r i g h t s  b u t  n o w h e r e  r i g h t  t o  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  i s  
m e n t i o n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h o u g h  I n d i a  h a s  s i g n e d  a n d  r a t i f i e d  m a n y  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  w h i c h  t a l k  a b o u t  t h i s  r i g h t .  I n  t h e  l a n d m a r k  c a s e  o f  
O l g a  T e l l i s  v .  B o m b a y  M u n i c i p a l  C o r p o r a t i o n   ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  e l a b o r a t e d  
o n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g ,  s h e l t e r  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  a l l -
e n c o m p a s s i n g  R i g h t  t o  L i f e  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  2 1  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n .   

 T h e  U n i v e r s a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  H u m a n  R i g h t s  ( U D H R )  o f  1 9 4 8 ,  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  
u n d e r  A r t i c l e  2 5  ( 1 )  t h a t ,  “ E v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  
a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  
f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  h o u s i n g ,  m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  s i c k n e s s ,  d i s a b i l i t y ,  
w i d o w h o o d ,  o l d  a g e  o r  o t h e r  l a c k  o f  l i v e l i h o o d  i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b e y o n d  h i s  
c o n t r o l . ”  T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o v e n a n t  o n  E c o n o m i c ,  S o c i a l  a n d  C u l t u r a l  R i g h t s  
o f  1 9 6 6 ,  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  1 1 ,  p a r a .  1  t h a t  “ T h e  S t a t e s  P a r t i e s  t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  C o v e n a n t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  r i g h t  o f  e v e r y o n e  t o  a n  a d e q u a t e  
s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d e q u a t e  f o o d ,  
c l o t h i n g  a n d  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  S t a t e s  P a r t i e s  w i l l  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t e p s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r i g h t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  f r e e  c o n s e n t . ”  A c c o r d i n g  t o  G e n e r a l  
C o m m e n t  N o .  4  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  a d o p t e d  i n  1 9 9 1  b y  t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E c o n o m i c ,  S o c i a l  a n d  C u l t u r a l  R i g h t s ,  i n  o r d e r  
f o r  h o u s i n g  t o  b e  a d e q u a t e  i t  m u s t  p r o v i d e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  f o u r  w a l l s  a n d  a  
r o o f  o v e r  o n e ’ s  h e a d ;  i t  m u s t ,  a t  a  m i n i m u m ,  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e l e m e n t s :  
l e g a l  s e c u r i t y  o f  t e n u r e ,  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e s ,  a f f o r d a b i l i t y ,  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  
h a b i t a b i l i t y ,  l o c a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a d e q u a c y .  
 

S E S S I O N  2 :  H O U S I N G  R I G H T S  



 E a s w a r a m m a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  V a n i t h a  M a i t h r i  P u b l i c  
W e l f a r e  S o c i e t y ( V M P W S )  ,  s e x  w o r k e r s  c o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  s o c i e t i e s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  A c t .  T h e  s e x  w o r k e r  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
K a r i m n a g a r ,  T e l a n g a n a  S t a t e  a r e  h o m e  b a s e d  a n d  s e c r e t  s e x  w o r k e r s  m o s t l y .  
T h e  V M P W S  h a s  b e e n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  i t s  H I V  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  s e x  
w o r k e r  c o m m u n i t y  a l m o s t  1 9  y e a r s .   D u r i n g  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  t h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a v e  g o t  c h a n c e  t o  v a r i o u s  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t s  
c a r r i e d  d o w n  b y  B i l l  a n d  M i l e n d a  G a t e s  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e m p o w e r m e n t  o f  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e i r  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  m a n y  N a t i o n a l  a n d  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  n e a r l y  
3 0 0 0  s e x  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e i r  p r o j e c t   t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  H I V  p r e v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s  l i k e  
c o n d o m  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  H I V  t e s t i n g ,  c o u n s e l i n g  ,  A R T  a n d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  
t h e  d a y  t h e y  g o t  t o  s t a r t  t h e i r  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  E e s w a r a m m a  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a s  a  
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  i n c l u s i o n  p r o g r a m m e  o n e  o f  t h e i r  a r e a ’ s  M L A  h a v e  h e l p e d  
7  o f  t h e  s e x  w o r k e r s  t o  g e t  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i d e d  h o u s e s  u n d e r  t h e  h o u s i n g  
s c h e m e .  T h e y  g o t  t h e i r  h o u s e s  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  n o  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  ,  
g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v a n t  o r  p o l i t i c i a n  h a s  t a k e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  h o u s i n g  
s c h e m e s  f o r  s e x  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  K a r i m n a g a r  c i t y .  E e s w a r a m m a  e x p l a i n e d  
b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  g o t  h e r  o w n  h o u s e  u n d e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h e m e  h e r  l i f e  
h a s  b e e n  s e t t l e d  w i t h  l o t  o f  i s s u e s  l i k e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n  h a s  
b e e n  e a s y ,  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  t h o u g h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s t a b l e  t h e  
i n c o m e  h a s  b e e n  s a v e d  w h o  e v e r  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a s  t h e r e  i s  n o  b u r d e n  
o f  h o u s i n g  r e n t  e t c . , .  a n d  s h e  a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  a  s e x  w o r k e r s  
s h e  u s e  t o  g o  f a r  p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  s e x  w o r k  a n d  a t  a n y  p o i n t  o f  t i m e  u s e  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  h e r  o w n  h o u s e  w h i c h  h a s  s a f e t y  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  h e r  t o  l a i d  
d o w n  p e a c e f u l l y .  T h e  V M P W S  h a s  a l s o  t a k e n  l o t  o f  s t e p s  b y  l i s t i n g  t h e  s e x  
w o r k e r s  w h o  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  h o u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  w h o  f a c e d  p r o b l e m  b e i n g  
s e x  w o r k e r  a n d  t r i e d  t o  s o r t  o u t  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  b u t  d i d  n o t  p r o v e d  
s u c c e s s f u l .  M a n y  s e x  w o r k e r s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  h e l p l e s s n e s s  f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  
t h e i r  o w n  h o u s e s  a n d  t h e  e v i c t i o n s  d o n e  t o  t h e m  r e p e a t e d l y  d u e  t o  s t i g m a  
p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  f o r  b e i n g  s e x  w o r k e r .  T h e  l a n d l o r d s  e i t h e r  c h a r g e  
m o r e  r e n t s  i f  o n c e  t h e y  k n o w  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  w o m a n  i s  a  s e x  w o r k e r  o r  t h e y  
w i l l  r e s t r i c t  t h e  e n t r y  o f  r e l a t i v e s ,  f r i e n d s  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  w o m e n .  T h e y  a l s o  
p a s s  c o m m e n t s  t h a t  w h a t  w o r k  a l l  t h e  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  f r i e n d s  c o m e  t o  t h e  
h o m e .  T h e r e  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  t h e  s e x  w o r k e r s  a r e  m a d e  t o  v a c a t e  h o u s e s  
w i t h o u t  p r i o r  i n t i m a t i o n  a n d  g i v e n  p r o p e r  t i m e  f o r  s h i f t i n g .  S o  t h e  s e x  
w o r k e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  K a r i m n a g a r  d i s t r i c t  r e a l l y  n e e d e d  t h e  h o u s i n g  o n  
u r g e n t  b a s i s .  T h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e r v e n e  l e g a l l y  i f  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  t h e i r  
r i g h t s .   
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 S h i v a  K u m a r  s h a r e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  L G B T Q U I  c o m m u n i t y  m o s t l y  w i t h  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e  o f  T r a n s g e n d e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  K a r i m n a g a r  d i s t r i c t ,  T e l a n g a n a .  
S h e  s a i d  i f  a n y  o f  t h e  Q u e e r  p e r s o n  i f  h e / s h e  i s  a  D a l i t  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  g e t  
a n y  h o u s e  f o r  r e n t  i n  t h e  K a r i m n a g a r  c i t y .  F i r s t  i f  y o u  a p p r o a c h  t h e  l a n d l o r d  
t h e y  w i l l  a s k  y o u r  c a s t e  a n d  i f  y o u  a r e  d a l i t  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  h o u s e  f o r  
r e n t .  I f  y o u  a r e  D a l i t  a n d  y o u  a r e  a  Q u e e r  p e r s o n  t h e  s t i g m a  w i l l  b e  d o u b l e .  
S o  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  f e a r  t h e y  D a l i t  a n d  Q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y  s e a r c h e s  a n d  s e t t l e  
i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  t r a n s p o r t ,  p r o p e r  w a t e r  f a c i l i t y  
a n d  o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  l i k e  h o s p i t a l  ,  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n .  D u e  t o  s u c h  
s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  n a t u r e  m a n y  o f  t h e  Q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y  a r e  p r o n e  t o  t h e  
v i o l e n c e  a n d  c r i m e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  n o n  c o m m u n i t y .  S h i v a  a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
t h e  T r a n s g e n d e r  w o m e n  w h o  h a v e  d o n e  s u r g e r y  a n d  i n  l i v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  a  m a n  w i l l  a l s o  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  i n  m a n y  t i m e s  s a y i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e y  r e n t  a  
h o u s e  t o  s u c h  p e o p l e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  b l a m e d  b y  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  
r e n t e d  t h e i r  h o u s e  t o  s e x  w o r k e r s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  t r a n s  o r  g a y  c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  
p r i v a c y  i s s u e s  l i k e  i f  a n y  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s  c o m e  t o  h o m e  t h e  l a n d l o r d  a l l  
o f  s u d d e n  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  h o m e  a n d  a s k  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  t h e y  a r e  ,  
w h a t  t h e y  d o  a n d  w h y  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  h o m e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .   S u c h  s t i g m a  a n d  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o f t e n  l e a d s  f o r  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  T r a n s  c o m m u n i t y  
f r o m  K a r i m n a g a r  t o  M u m b a i  l i k e  c i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  t h a t  m u c h  s t i g m a .  
T h e  C h e t a n a  s o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  r i g h t s  m o s t l y  w i t h  t h e  
Q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  a r e  i n f e c t e d  w i t h  H I V  a n d  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  t h e y  g o t  t h e  
H I V  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  C h e t a n a   s o c i e t y  a l s o  h a s  i n  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  w o r k i n g  
f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  w i t h  H I V / A I D S  a n d  a l s o  f o r  
t h e  s o c i a l  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  Q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y .  S o  S h i v a  t o l d  t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  a n y  
s u c h  l i t i g a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  h o u s i n g  r i g h t s  c a n  b e  a n d  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  b y  
C h e t a n a  C B O .   
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 D i s c u s s i o n  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :  T h e r e  w a s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  h o u s i n g  
r i g h t s  o f  b o t h  s e x  w o r k e r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  Q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e  
K a r i m n a g a r ,  T e l a n g a n a .  N e e t h u  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  s e s s i o n .  M a n y  o f  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e i r  h o u s i n g  
r i g h t s  h a v e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  v a l i d i t y  t i l l  t o d a y .  S o  m a n y  o f  t h e m  t o l d  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  n o w  r e a d y  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  b e i n g  b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  
l i n e  w h y  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t i l l  n o w  e n t i t l e d  t o  s u c h  r i g h t s .  N e e t h u  f a c i l i t a t e d  
t h a t  h o w  t h e y  w i l l  c o m e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  g i v e n  f e w  h o u s e s  
a n d  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  g i v e  f e w  m o r e  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  n o t  o n l y  a s  p a r t  o f  
t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n  p r o m i s e s  b u t  a l s o  a s  p e r  t h e  a l l o c a t e d  b u d g e t  b y  t h e  
c o n c e r n e d  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  F e w  o f  t h e  t r a n s g e n d e r  c o m m u n i t y  p e o p l e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  t a k e  h e l p  o f  R T I  a n d  g e t  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e n  s u b m i t  a  
p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  M a n d a l  R e v e n u e  O f f i c e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t .  T h e y  
a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  a n y  s u c h  l e g a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  h e l p  o f  H R L N  t o  o b t a i n  s u c h  h o u s i n g  r i g h t s .  T h e y  r e q u e s t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
n e t w o r k  s t a t e w i s e  r e g a r d i n g  s u c h  n e e d  o f  h o u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  s e x  
w o r k e r s  a n d  Q u e e r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  a n  
i n c l u s i v e  p o l i c y .  T h e y  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  c o m e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  i f  a n y t h i n g  p l a n n e d  s u c h  s o r t  t o  s h o w  t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  l i k e  D a l i t s ,  M i n o r i t i e s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  s e x  w o r k e r  
a n d  L G B T Q U I  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  a r e  b e l o w  p o v e r t y  l i n e  a n d  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  
r e n t s  a n d  h a s  n o t  c l a i m e d  t h e i r  h o u s i n g  r i g h t s  t i l l  n o w .  A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  
w e n t  t o  t h e  C i v i l  s u p p l i e s  o f f i c e  t o  f o l l o w  u p  t h e  A i s h w a y a ’ s  t h e  h i j r a  g u r u ’ s  
r a t i o n  c a r d  a n d  s h e  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  a l l o t t e d  t h e  s a m e .   
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