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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT PATNA

C. W. J. C. No. - 5627/2020

PRI R o SR S R SNGCIE L & By Petitioner
VS.
Stage of Biharand Others = ........... .....Respondents -

Counter Affidavit on behalf of Respondent No. 1to 3

| Rej Kumar, aged about 42 years, Gender-Male, son of Sri Ranjit Kumar,
resident of Mohalla- Revelganj, P.S.- Revelganj, District- Saran, do hereby

solemnly affirm and state as follows- . '
. '
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1. That presently | am posted as DWU@H"J,DEN and has been

behalf.

2 Thgt the present Counter Affidavit is being filed in response to the instant
writ petition placed before Hon’ble High Court in the form of Public
Interest Litigation, mainly related with issues of the welfare of the
transgender community and for their well being particularly at the time of
COVID- 19 and in compliance of the orders passed by the Hon’ble Court in

the instant case.

3. That it is stated and éubmitted that the State has already placed all the
relevant facts and submissions regarding the issues of transgender in its
earlier affidavits however in compliance of the directions of the Hon’ble
Court deponents are submitting the further steps taken by the concerned

Department and the updated status.

4. That at the cost of repetition it is humbly submitted that the present
pandemic situation due to Covid-19 virus is unprecedented and the State
government is very much seized with the matter and trying its level best

to mitigate the hardship of its people belonging to any group or category

authorized by answering respondents to swear an affidavit on their .-
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including Transgender and to fight with Corona without any favour or

discrimination.

5.That at the time of pandemic, the petitioner had originally prayed for

certain relief and ‘special measures such as immediate 25kg ration and
cash assistance of Rs 5000/- per month for at least 6 months, additional
cash assistance of Rs 2000/ for rent payment for 6 months, free ration for
6 months even without ration card, facilitation centers at sub-division/
blc;ck level to be run by transgender, monthly pension of 3500/- all the

transgender apparently irrespective of age or income and a speedy

grievance redressal system.

. That in the earlier counter affidavit it has already been explained that

almost all the reasonable relief had already extended to the citizen that

includes transgender.

. That the petitioner subsequently through the rejoinder and interlocutory

apblication has sought for affirmative action which is nothing but a policy

matter.

8. That the petitioner has also raised the issue of non-issuance or rather

denial of ration cards and ration to the transgenders in certain instances.
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9. That in this context it is to submit that in compliance of the earlier order
of the Hon’ble Court in this case, necessary directions have already been
issued to all the District Magistrates vide letter bearing no 2880 dated
3.7‘.2020, to not only provide ration cards to the transgender for providing

them food security but also to provide ration on a regular basis under the

AtmaNirbhar Bharat campaign

A copy of the letter bearing no
2880 dated 3.7.2020 directing all
the District Magistrates in this
regard is being annexed as

» Annexure —C to this affidavit.

10.That notwithstanding the aforesaid directions to the District Magistrates,
further steps have also been initiated to incorporate necessary provisions
to enable transgenders to apply for ration cards through the RTPS
counters. Requisite instructions have already been sent vide letter
bearing no 2929 dated 07.07.2020 to the Bihar Prashsnik Sudhar Mission

Society in this regard.




A copy of the letter bearing no
2929 dated 08.07.2020 is being
atnnexed herewith as Annexure—D

to this affidavit.

11.That pending the necessary changes in the software of RTPS to truly
reflect the gender of the transgender applicants, no such applicant is
dehied ration card solely on the ground of gender. Such applicants are
duly provided ration card but their gender is not appropriately mentioned
in it which might be causing confusion that they are being denied ration

card.

Photo Copy of List of transgender
to whom Ration card issued is
annexed as Annexure —E to this

affidavit.
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12.That apart from the measures already taken as abovementioned,
envisaging the specific problems related to this community and in
compliance to the order of the Hon’ble Court, all the District Magistrates

have already been instructed to regularly review the ground situation and
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resolve the problems and mitigate the difficulties of transgenders

particularly in view of this pandemic.

13.That in order to further strengthen this mechanism of grievance redressal
and in accordance with the recommendations of the State Transgender
Welfare Board, district level committees of officers including two
representatives of Transgender Community have been constituted and
due communication and directions have been sent vide letter no 1192
dated 15.07.2020 to look into the specific grievances of transgenders in
the district and also to make them aware of the different welfare schemes
available to them. Besides, the committee will also help them in seeking

*

relief and other services from the facilitation centres in the district.

A copy of the letter bearing no
1192 dated 15.07.2020 is annexed

as Annexure- F to this affidavit.

14.That in view of the above and also in view of the earlier counter affidavit,

]

it is amply clear that the State Govt is not only seized with the problems

and difficulties of the transgenders in the State but also taking all possible
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steps to mitigate their difficulties despite the unprecedented pandemic

putting enormous strain on state machineries and infrastructure.

15.That in view of the above mentioned facts and circumstances, the present

application can be disposed with direction, if any.

‘16.That the statements made in paral, 2(P), 4, 6, 12, 14, 16 and 17 are true
to.my knowledge, statements made in para 3(P), 5, 7 to 11 and 13 are
true to my knowledge derived from the records of the case and rest are

by way of submission.

17.That the annexure are photocopies of its respective originals.
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UNDERTAKING

t
I, Krishna Ch‘andra, Assistant Counsel to G.A,—V’,
undertake to file the hard copy of the petition along
with the requisite Court fee and Staraps, upon normal

resumption of Judicial work without inordinate delay.

5 / 2 Y
‘X,fal-“f,g“ 'Jw
(KRISENA CHANDRA)
Assistant Counsel to G.A.-V

AJR-00348
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