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INTRODUCTION

Trafficking in persons is a serious crime and a grave violation of Human Rights, every year,
thousands of women and children fall into the hands of the trafficker in their area and abroad,
almost every country in the world is affected by trafficking. Human Trafficking is being
identified as the third largest source of Profit for the organized Crime. Women and Children
are generally trafficked for begging, organ trade, drug, smuggling, bonded labour, Domestic
work, agriculture labour. Construction work, forced Prostitution, sex, Pornography and also
for entertainment. The Government of India through the Ministry of Home Affairs in
association with the United Nations Office of Drugs and crime has initiated a two year
Project for training the Law enforcement officers on Human Trafficking in four States,
namely Maharashtra, Goa, West Bengal, and Andhra Pradesh. Every country faces specific
human rights issues, but human trafficking Is a problem for every place on the planet,
wherever there’s poverty, conflict a lack of education, or political instability , vulnerable
people are at risk, Human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal industry, sexual
exploitation brings in most of the billions of dollars of profit, but forced labor also generates
wealth, the university of human trafficking doesn’t negate the fact that the issue is multi
faceted and as a multitude of root causes. Certain countries are more dangerous that others
and certain people groups are more vulnerable, To learn more about specific human
trafficking issues and solutions.

The POCSO Act 2012, is a comprehensive law to provide for the protection of children from
the offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography, while safeguarding the
interest of the child at every stage of the judicial process by incorporating the law
accordingly. In order to address the heinous crime of sexual abuse and exploitation of
children through less ambiguous and more stringent legal provisions, the ministry of women
and child Development Championed the introduction of the protection of Children from
sexual Offences Act 2012. The Act was amended in the year of 2019 to make provisions for
enhancement of Punishments for various offences so as to ensure the safety, security and
dignified childhood for a child. The Act provides for the establishment of special Courts for
trial of the offences under the Act, keeping the best interest of the child as of Paramount
importance at every stage of the judicial Process. The Act incorporates child friendly
procedures for reporting, recording of evidence, investigation and trial of offences. Heinous
offences of penetrative sexual Assault and aggravated sexual Assault the burden of Proof is
shifted to the accused. The Act provides for speedy trial, the act provides for the evidence of
the child to be recorded within a period of 30 days. Also the special court is to complete the
trial within a period of one year, as far as Possible.

Transgender Rights- The supreme court of India Declared that Transgender individuals are a
Third Gender under the constitution and recent legislation has significantly furthered
recognition rights for transgender individuals. India is a country full of Diversity, where
people belonging to various cultures, ethnic groups, Languages and religious accommodated.
However when it comes to the transgender community, India fall a little short in
accommodating them, To understand the plight of the transgender, first we need to know who
they actually are, A transgender is an individual whose gender identity or gender expression
is different from his/ her assigned sex. This means that a biological male may feel
comfortable with a female. The Hijra or the transgender community in India still remains
ostracized from the society. They are not allowed to cast their votes without identifying
themselves as either male or female. No proactive action has till date taken by the
Government of India in providing this Marginalized community with education, jobs,




healthcare facilities or even the right to vote. The question remains that how will this
minority with no access to education or employment whatsoever, earn the living.

The Causes of Deforestation can either be direct or indirect. Among Direct Causes are:-

Natural Causes as hurricanes, fires, parasites and floods.

Human activities as agricultural expansion cattle breeding, timber extraction, mining ,
oil extraction, dam construction and infrastructure development.

Among indirect causes are insufficient political actions and governance failure as
inadequate land tenure system, corruption, wrong Public administration investments.
Political and socio- economic causes as population growth, military confilicts and
climatic changes.

The main causes of Deforestation can be actually be lead back especially to
substitution of forest areas and cultivations and breeding timber extraction, firewood
collection, road and infrastructure construction

More than thirty years after the clinical evidence of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
was reported, AIDS has become one of the most devastating diseases humankind has ever
faced, since the epidemic began, more than 60 million people have been infected with the
virus and nearly 30 million people have died of HIV- related causes. AIDS has become the
sixth-largest cause of Death worldwide.

Disabled persons have the right to Medical, Psychological and functional treatment, including
orthotic appliances, to medical and social rehabilitation, education, vocational training and
rehabilitation, aid , counseling, placement services and other services.




SPEAKERS SESSION

Advocate Tanbir Alam started the meeting with a brief introduction of HRLN, the backdrop
of the Organization and functioning of the Organization. And brief description of the work
undertaken by HRLN to provide free legal aid to those who do not have access to or being
deprived of assistance due to their Poor economic condition.

Speaker 1: Raju Nepali, Social Activist, Dooars
Expressmail

The speaker started his speech in an interactive manner where he first introduced himself
with the guest and one by one he went to everyone and knew everyone’s name and address.
Then started Discussion on Human Trafficking and mostly the girl being Trafficked, he
started putting emphasis on using of mobile phones to the teenager specially girls and how
the agent and trafficker set a trap, elaborated that how by a missed call a girl is being
trafficked in different parts on India. And women and girls are usually trafficked for the
purpose of sexual and economic exploitation, particularly prostitution and pornography,
forced labour, including framework in commercial agriculture and domestic work. Gender
discrimination, poverty and lack of education skills and employment are the causes of girls
trafficking and prostitution, he further stated that there should be awareness which can be
created by meetings, procession and slogans in the rural areas.sex and human traffickers get
their victims through the use of Physical force, threats, psychological manipulation and other
tactics like now a days using of mobile phone for trafficking of specially girls. The
partnership between the police and victim agencies service agencies can help police identify
human trafficking and address the needs of the victims they encounter, this in turn can help
police agencies more affectively investigate human trafficking crimes and hold offenders
accountable. There are 12,000 to 50,000 women and children are trafficked into the country
annually from neighboring nations as a part of the sex trade. The speaker further stated that in
case of missing of a person/girl the family should approach the Nodal officer of the police
station, and in incase non response from the police personal, the family should approach
DLSA District authority, Dooars express helps in registering complaints in such cases.

Speaker 2: Venkatesh Kodukula, Social Activist
HRLN Kolkata

The speaker first introduced themselves with the audience. Then they slowly began to come
to the main topic of the day’s discussion. They elaborately discussed the meaning of
LGBTQIA+ and what each of the letters of LGBTQIA means. Even if someone identifies as
a member of the LGBTQIA+ Community it can be that much more confounding.
Homosexually is a part of human sexual, they have the rights of the dignity and free of
discrimination. Consensual sexual acts and adults are allowed for the (LGBT) community.
However people identifying as one from the alternative gender and sexualities still face
certain social Legal Difficulties not experienced by non- LGBT Persons. Further started his
speech in an interactive session in an interactive manner where the speaker asked the clarify
the difference between sex and gender, and left the audience to participate into that,
eventually elaborated the same and discussed on the Transgender Protection Act 2019,
mentioned the act according to Article 21 of the constitution that “ No Person shall be
deprived of their life and personal Liberty except according to the procedure established by




law” further mentioned that according to the act no transgender person should be
discriminated, denied or receive any unfair treatment in regard to education, employment,
healthcare, etc. Transgender person has the right to access Public spaces, right to reside/ rent/
occupy property. The speaker further highlighted on the welfare measures by the Government
which states that it will take measures to ensure the inclusion and participation of transgender
individuals in the society and how government should take steps for the rescue and
rehabilitation, vocational training and self employment for the well being of the transgender.
Mentioning the difference between Hijra and Transgender person as people often use them as
synonymous terms. Lastly before interacting with the people interpreted Article 15 of the
constitution of Prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.
But legal protections have not been provided for, including same sex marriage and
transgender people in India are allowed to change their legal gender Post- sex reassignment
surgery under Legislation passed in 2019 and have a constitutional right to register
themselves under a third gender. And before ending the wonderful speech the speaker shared
his own experience with the audience connecting with people .

Speaker 3:- Bindu Sharma, Social Activist, Dooars
Nandini NGO

The speaker first introduced herself and she started sharing her work experience with all. She
emphasized on the topic relating POCSO Act 2012, which is a comprehensive law to provide
for the protection of children from the offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and
pornography while safeguarding the interests of the child. She is working from last 10 years
and discussed the present issues and violation of rights underlying about sexual violence and
mental health issues in the district of Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri where she is working for
years, she also talked about unmarried sex and live in relationship in today’s time and how it
is still being talked about and subjected to issues in the society and why people are getting
relationship at a young age, she further said how in absence of proper guidance from family
pushes people into taking wrong decision and due to such immature decision, they regret
later. She appealed for proper sex education is needed in the society. She also advised how
and where the people can get the assistance in regards to the same. She further added the
importance of food distribution and management. Distribution of food ensures people will get
adequate food to fulfill their dietary needs and have a healthy lifestyle. In order to provide
food for a large population, regular food grain production and proper management are
necessary. And her organization is working in the field of women justice shared several
instance. The meaning of Domestic Violence in different ways can take many forms
including physical aggression or assault such a partners and ex partners, family members,
other relatives, family friends. Domestic violence can take the form of Physical, sexual or
psychological abuse. We need to stand up for our rights and those for others. We can take
action in our daily lives, to uphold the rights that protect us all and thereby promote the
kinship of all human rights.




Speaker 4:- Zulfikar Haque Prodhan, Social
Activist, Peace Building NGO

The speaker started the session by discussing the importance of tree plantation. Trees play an
important role in an ecosystem by maintaining ecological balance. Trees hold the soil in
which they grow, as a result the fertile top soil is held securely otherwise it may be drained or
washed away in water such as during rains and floods; trees are the natural habitat for many
wildlife species that includes mammals, birds, reptiles and insects. Trees play important role
in climate. A micro habitat formed by planting trees can create a green and natural area, and
micro climate that is healthy for all the life forms. It is very important to save trees helps in
increasing the green cover of the earth. And improve the environment. We must choose the
right kinds of trees to plant. If we plant exotic trees, the purpose of environment protection
may be defeated. We must try to plant native and local trees of the place. We can also plant
trees that have medical uses, similarly we can plant trees based on the season of blooming
and the colors of their blossoms so that their appearance in avenues is pleasing to the eye. We
can plant trees in the neighborhood of where we live. We must care of the trees we plant.
Trees are important for the earth and its environment and for all life forms. He further added
that the country’s native forests are disappearing at an alarming rate, say a new study, native
forest in India are disappearing at a rate of Up to 2.7% per year. Tropical rain forest is
disappearing fast from developing countries such as India. The explanation is just because
deforestation, poaching, building, mining etc. before ending the session he mentioned that he
had been working in a N.G.O namely Peace Building working on Different issues of the
society.

Speaker 5: Dipika Bandya, President, WB. WHR
NGO

The speaker introduced herself and shared her experience as she is engaged in different
organization serving for the society from last couple of years. The speaker elaborated about
the people who are living with HIV/ AIDS. She said Diagnosis and gender play
corresponding roles in recognizing the lives of those who live with HIVV/ AIDS. Women have
not been diagnosed as early as men because their symptoms were not as obvious and doctors
were not as likely to search for the disease in them as they are for men. As per the latest HIV
estimates report(2019) of the Government, India is estimated to have around 23.49 lakh
people living with HIV/AIDS and India has the third largest HIV epidemic in the world
concentrated among key affected populations including sex workers and men who have sex
with men. People are forcefully posted into sex work and necessary precautionary measures
are not taken during sexual practice which leads to HIV. And also she added that HIV is not
only spread through sexual practice; there are many other measures which can cause HIV.
And treatment for pregnant women with HIV should take HIV medicines throughout their
pregnancy for their own health and to prevent prenatal transmission of HIV. She often faced
the non co-operation from the police authorities while performing her work.




Speaker 6:- Saswata Sarkar, Advocate, Calcutta
High Court, HRLN Kolkata.

The speaker started his session with a wonderful introduction and discussion on Disabilities
rights. The Act replaces the persons with disabilities(equal opportunities, protection of Rights
and Full participation) categorically elaborated the Disability like Physical Disability, visual
Disability, Hearing Impairment, speech and language Disability, intellectual Disability,
Mental Behavior, and persons with “Benchmark Disabilities” are defined as those certified to
have at least 40 per cent of the Disabilities specified above. To that context responsibility has
been cast upon the appropriate governments to take effective measures to ensure that the
persons with disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others. Every child with benchmark
disability between the age group of 6 to 18 years shall have the right to free education.
Government funded educational institutions as well as the government recognized institution
will have to provide inclusive education to the children with disabilities. Central and state
advisory boards on Disability are to set up to serve as apex policy making bodies at the
central and state. District level committees will be constituted by the state Governments to
address local concerns of PWDs. And creation of National fund will be created to provide
financial support to the persons with disabilities. The existing National fund for persons with
Disabilities and the trust fund for empowerment of persons with Disabilities will be
subsumed with the National Fund. The Act provides for offences committed against persons
with disabilities and also violation of the provisions of the new law. Any persons who
violates of het act or any regulation made under it, shall be punishable with imprisonment up
to six months/ or a fine of Rs-10,000/- or both. Whoever intentionally insults or intimidates a
person with disability or sexually exploits a woman or child with disability shall be
punishable with imprisonment between six months to five years and fine. Special courts will
be designated in each district to handle cases concerning violation of rights of PWDS. The
persons with disabilities are given an age relaxation of up to ten years in the upper age of
recruitment of government positions they also exempted from payment of application fees
and examination fees. The government has reserved three percent posts in groups A,B,C and
group D positions in government services.

The National Handicapped Finance and Development corporation provides loans to persons
with Disabilities for self employment. The District Disability Rehabilitation centers (DDRCs)
the ministry with active support of state Governments is facilitating setting up District
Disability Rehabilitation centre’s to provide rehabilitation services to persons with Disability.
Scheme of National awards for the empowerment of persons with disabilities in order to
recognize their effort and encourage others to strive to achieve excellence in this field,
separate, awards are being presented to the most efficient outstanding employees with
disabilities, best employees best placement agency etc.




Speaker 7:- Mithu Bishnu, Coordinator, Dooars
Nandini NGO

The speaker introduced herself interacted with the people about women Justice. Women’s
access to justice is a conceptual framework for providing women with laws and remedies to
enforce their rights under national and international law, some of most harmful and prevalent
abuses occur in the following areas, violence against women, reproductive health,
participation in society and government, marriage and family, labour and employment and
property rights. The National Commission for women is statutory body of the Government of
India. The Principle of gender equality is enriched in the Indian Constitution in its preamble,
Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties, and Directive principles. The constitution not only
grants equality to woman, but also empowers the state to adopt measures of positive
discrimination in favor of women. Lastly she ended up with her some working experience
with everyone.
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INTERACTIVE SESSION

An interactive session was held with the people present in the meeting. In this interactive
session, the participants raised various questions which were answered by the advocates and
activists of HRLN. Some of the participants have legal issues and they asked for help and

thus they are advised properly for their legal issues.
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTION PLAN

During the meeting we came up with cases relating to rape where the accused is an employee
of the Indo Tibetan Border Police Force. The accused is still in service and is threatening the
victim. As such HRLN is intervening in the matter. We were also informed about the
irregularities and arbitrariness of names getting deleted from land record of rights. As such
we need to do a fact finding on the same and organize more meetings and sensitization
program in the near future.
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